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Emma Brindal of FoE Brisbane's Climate
Justice Collective wants us to turn off
our lights for Christmas this year:
here's why...

The  grinch  that  stole  Christmas  (lights)?

Groundswell

The action aims also to draw attention to how individuals
need to make changes if we are to address this most
serious of issues. This Christmas is a great time to
decrease our energy consumption and also look at other
ways of reducing our emissions - buying local organic
food, giving second-hand or homemade presents and
deciding not to opt for that next flight you were going
to take.

So this Christmas Eve, what will you choose to do?
Will you be spewing greenhouse gases into the
atmosphere, or will you give the earth a present like
the greenie nutters from Friends of the Earth?

Telling us we can’t have Christmas lights? Have the
greenies gone completely mad? Are they trying to
take Christmas away from us for the sake of the
environment? This was the reaction in some of the
mainstream media when Climate Action Brisbane
and Friends of the Earth’ s climate justice collective
announced their second Christmas Eve protest
blackout.

“We aren’t trying to destroy Christmas at all! What we
are doing is encouraging people to give the earth a
Christmas present and find other festive, but less
energy-intensive ways of celebrating. P eople can sing,
decorate the tree, tell stories, take a stroll through
the neighbourhood, spend quality time with family and
friends, but without electricity and greenhouse gas
emissions” says Emma Brindal from Friends of the Earth.

The blackout is both a political action and a personal
action to make us rethink our consumptive lifestyles.
Politically , it is a symbolic action to draw attention to
our governments’ failure to act on climate change. With
the release of Al Gore’s ‘An Inconvenient Truth’  and
the recent release of the Stern report, public awareness
has finally started to shift on the issue of  climate
change. However, our governments have still  got their
heads stuck firmly down the coal pit and are even
talking nuclear madness. By turning out the lights we’ll
be sending a message to them that there are many
people out there who want to see real solutions to
climate change. We will be telling them it is well and
truly time we saw a commitment to deep cuts in our
emissions and support for renewable energies - not the
dangerous distractions of “clean” coal or nuclear power .

Join us!
From 7 pm on Christmas
Eve, turn off the electricity
and light some festive
Christmas candles and have
a truly green Christmas
celebr ation.



Anti-Nuclear
Collective
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December 15:

FoE Brisbane Party!
We've been very busy bees
this year . So let's celebr ate
a year of successful action

on social and
environmental justice!

6pm, December 15
@ FoEB House,

294 Montague Rd,
West End.

This year’s Walk Against Warming
was a huge success and FoE’s
Climate Justice Collective was
instrumental in making it all
happen. 1500 people turned out
in Brisbane despite the pouring
rain, (more rain than in the whole
month of August) and hundreds of
thousands more marched all
around the globe.

The Brisbane CJC has also worked
hard over the last few months to
contribute to FoE Australia’ s
soon-to-be-released “Climate
Justice: A Fair Share of the
Atmosphere’ guide. Unlike the
recent Stern report which focused
on the ecomomic cost of climate

change, this new guide
emphasises that our reasons for
addressing climate change must
be humanitarian. It looks at how
the poor are being most
adversely affected by climate
change - how food and water
security, health, livelihoods, and
even whole cultures are being
threatened. The guide explains
that as we industrialised nations
are disproportionately
responsible for climate change,
we have a responsibility to both
make deep and urgent reductions
in our emissions and to assist
Southern countries with
adaptation. It also calls for the
Australian government to accept
climate refugees in Australia.

In the coming months, the CJC
will be lobbying Labor MPs to
make the proposals in their
discussion paper ‘Our Drowning
Neighbours’ into policy . The
discussion paper proposes that
Australia help to develop a
coalition of P acific Rim countries
will ing to accept people
displaced as a result of climate

change and should be working
within the UN to ensure
appropriate recognition of these
‘climate refugees’ in new or
existing conventions.

Take action!!  Write to your local
MP and tell them that Australia
should accept climate refugees.
If your local MP is from the Labor
Party, tell them that you support
the proposals in their discussion
paper ‘Our Drowning
Neighbours’ and that you want
to see them become policy .

The CJ collective meets on the
first Thursday of the month at
FoE House 6pm. Phone 3846
5793 to confirm.

Our Drowning Nieghbours is available

online at www .anthonyalbanese.com.au

In late November BHP Billiton,
the world’ s largest mining
company and  owners of the
Olympic Dam uranium mine, held
their AGM in Brisbane. We had a
small turn out of dedicated
followers outside while K im
Stewart and Jack from FoE
Brisbane, as well as Techa
Beaumont and Ted Kesch from

the Mineral Policy Institute
asked some interesting
questions inside the meeting.

The AN collective helped
organise the Queensland
Nuclear Free Alliance  clean
energy and anti-nuke  strategy
weekend which was attended
by more than 120 people,
making it a great success.
From  the weekend came
enthusiasm to build the anti-
uranium, pro-renewable  energy
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Give a gift that keeps ongiving
Xmas is a time to think of thsoe less fortunate and give thanks for the presence of loved ones
near us.  What better way to convey your warm and fuzzy feelings of peace and goodwill to all
than with a membership to Friends of the Earth Brisbane for a loved one?

Your support will help us continue to run our campaigns for social and environmental justice and
entitle your loved one to:
• a beautifuly presented gift card printed on 100% recycled paper that doubles as a desk
calendar
• a years subscription to our quarterly newsletter , Groundswell
• a years subscription to the FoE Australia magazine Chain Reaction

You can purchase by visiting us at:
FoE House
294 Montague Rd,
West End, Brisbane

on Mondays between 10-5.
Or you can phone  3846 5793 to place an order.
MORE MERCHANDISE IN THE BACK COVER

• 10% discount at FoEB events & participating stores
• a membership card for your loved one's wallet

Gift subscription to F oEB $50 + postage

and peace movements, towards
a nuclear free future!

The strategy weekend also
attracted publicity from the
ABC, Community radio 4zzz and
Courier Mail, with R obin of
FoEB, Jeff and Jerry from Bellis
House, and Steve from
Shoalwater giving interviews.
Audio recordings of some of the
speeches will soon be available
online at
www.nuclearfreequeensland.org

Much thanks to all those who
attended and all who made it
happen, especially those who
helped out in the kitchen and
donated food,  it really was an
excellent spread!

Strategic groups are already
working on ideas that came out
of the weekend including
lobbying, writing, public
meetings, events and actions to
look forward to in the next year .

Links to some of the
clean energy forum
speakers:

Jeff Poole & Jerry
Coleby-Williams -
Bellis Sustainable
House www.bellis.info
Wendy Miller - Qld
Sustainable Energy
Development Group
www.qse.org.au/
TSO7 Peace

Walk Against Warming
demanding a clean,

Convergence -
www.peaceconvergence.com

We also wrote tomes with
responses to the Howard
government's sham nuclear
power inquiry and responded to
the equally dubious public
environment report prepared for
the ADF for the 2007 Talisman-
Sabre war games.  Those
responses are online at the FoEB
website.

On November 4th we joined the

awareness of food irradation.

Stalwart, Josh Wood, has
consistently held AN stalls at West
End every Saturday in recent
months in addition to the stalls at
many of the events we attended.

Thanks to our hardworking
collective for keeping things
moving.

The AN collective meets on the
first Tuesday of the month at F oE
House 6pm. Phone 3846 5793 to
confirm.

And for a bit of a break we
attended the Good Food
and Wine festival to
investigate producers

green nuclear free future
and on November 30th the

Day of Action on work choices
to talk to workers and unionists
about uranium mining.
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BHP Billiton AGM, Brisbane 2006:
A green eyewash for a anti-nuke campaigner
This year I had the privilege of
being invited to speak on behalf of
the BHP Shareholders for Social
Responsibility at the BHP Billiton
AGM, the world’ s biggest mining
company, in Brisbane.

And while it some of it approached
sleep-inducing, my eyes were
nonetheless open wide by the end
of itTechnologically the experience
was stunning. It was a well
orchestrated and slick combination
of information overload, long and
impressively worded speeches
accompanied by many graphs and
massive Brave New World style
screens relaying the faces of the
Chairman and CEO as they spoke.

A number of controversial and
unjustified statements were made
by Chairman Don Argus in his
speech including absolving the
company of moral wrongdoing in
giving a shipment of Australian
wheat as a deal softner to the Iraq
regime  during the sanctions period
(of which the supreme court
absolved them) and extended
defense of nuclear power complete
with unexplained graphs that
seemed to back his claim that
nuclear power was both cheaper
than renewable energy and more
clean than coal. Hardly the area of
expertise of a mining executive.

In addition both Argus and Chief
Executive Officer Chip Goodyear
boasted of  the great and extended
opportunities for BHPB in China and
India, which ACF spokesperson
David Noonan has said undermines
the Nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty.  Noonan says, “India is right
outside all those international
regimes and it ’ s simply
undermining our safeguards
reputation and damaging that
international treaty by trying to
constrain nuclear weapons to push
to get uranium export approval to
China and to India.”

We were also treated to a couple

to be the highlight of the experience
for many of the shareholders
present.

BHP Shareholders for Social
Responsibility was formed in 1994,
over concerns regarding the
environmental damage done in
Papua New Guinea, by BHPB’s Ok
Tedi copper mine, which they owned
until 2002. The gold and copper mine
discharges 90 mill ion tons of
contaminated tailings and waste
rock into the river each year . In
1999, BHP admitted that the mine
is an ecological disaster. The toxic
cocktail of cyanide and acid has killed
all life in the Ok Tedi and Fly Rivers
and made local people ill while
depriving them of their land and
livelihood. The dumping of waste
rock from the mine into the river
changed the ecology and water flows
creating flooding and disruption to
local transportation. BHPB has still
not fully compensated the locals.

Since then many other
environmental and social justice
issues have emerged as a result of
the operations of BHPB. BHPSSR have
raised many important questions of
the board of directors over the years
including  those related to BHP’ s
influence upon PNG legislation, the
Gippsland-Sydney gas pipeline,
environmental and native title issues
, the lack of rehabilitation at deep
open cut coal mines in Queensland’s
Bowen Basin, whistle Blower cases;
a  continuing oil leak at Groote
Eylandt, and unsafe practices on the
Griffin V enture (a 100,000 tonne
floating oil storage near North W est
Cape in Western Australia), Gammon
Ranges National Park, South
Australia, mining and exploration
leases in Weetootla Gorge and many
others. In essence BHPSSR exists to
monitor the effects BHP operations
have on people and their
environment, workers safety and
health and the amount of waste
created by their operations: BHP
have been accused of environmental
vandalism, displacing indigenous
people, and unfair union controls.

of short films extolling the many
virtues and good works of the
company that left even a cynic like
myself feeling they were really
helping people and improving the
lives of the poor in developed
countries rather than raping
nations everywhere of their natural
resources, undermining democratic
process with cash donations,
taking advantage of corrupt
regimes and leaving many places
with a legacy of environmental and
social disarray that continues long
after the mining is over and BHPB
has moved on.

The pretense of a democratic
affair was embodied in the voting
of resolutions that included giving
non-executive directors a pay rise
of AUS$900,000 from a maximum
AUS$3m to US$3m. I was surprised
in how little interaction there was
from shareholders, many of whom
I heard discussing the flagrant sizes
of the executive paypacket and
scoffing at the Chairman’ s claims
regarding non-culpability in the
AWB Iraq bribes affair.

The grand finale of the three hour
meeting was perhaps the rush on
the tea and pastries that seemed

Continued on P6.

 BHP Billiton have been
accused of environmental

vandalism, displacing
indigenous people, and
unfair union controls

.
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More than 1,500 people marched,
sang, danced and sploshed on
November 4th in the 2006 Brisbane
Walk Against Warming, despite
being entirely soaked by torrential
rain.

And it was torrential - there was
more rain on November 4th than the
entire month of October , with the
city of Brisbane recieving 43mm in
24 hours. It was a day for the true
believers, and the spirit of the
marchers were lifted by the rains
that coincided with the city's move
to Level 4 Water Restrictions earlier
in the week.

Not to be daunted by the weather ,
the dedicated marchers decorated
their umbrellas, weather-proofed
their banners, and adapted their
chants: among them, "We are here
for the atmosphere" and "We don't
mind if we get wet, we'll stop global
warming yet!"

As Senator Andrew Bartlett reflected,
" I was astonished at the turnout in
such miserable weather and feel it
was more positive than getting 5000
people on a dry day."

The message of the march was
rendered more potent by the
willingness of the participants to raise

plan that included no new coal-
fired power stations, a ban on
nuclear energy plants, and a target
for all energy to come from
renewable sources by 2020.

Brisbane's Catholic Archbishop John
Bathersby told the crowd of the
moral dimensions of climate
change, and their spiritual
implications. "I don't think we can
be Christian unless we are
ecologically converted," he said.

Marchers across Australia called on
the Howard Government to:

* Urgently introduce legislation to
put a price on greenhouse gas
emissions
* Introduce a renewable energy
target of 25% by 2020
* Ratify the Kyoto Protocol
* End the Australian dependance
on coal and reduce our greenhouse
gas emissions by at least 30% by
2020.

John Mackenzie, CJ Collective

0ver 100,000 people walked
around Australia. For more info
about the walk nationally and

globally see
www.walk againstwarming.org

Above and Below: Rain didn't dampen the spirits of people attending the W AW

Big turn out for
Brisbane for W alk
Against Warming

banners and voices in the
conditions. As announced by
Queensland Conservation Council
Co-ordinator Toby Hutcheon, the
march was intended to send a
message from the community to
politicians about the level of
concern on climate change. This
message is all the more reinforced
by the commitment of the
marchers. "Politicians are looking
at things that are 25 years away
from offering solutions to reducing
greenhouse emissions," said
Hutcheon. "We want something
more immediate – energy
efficiencies and a focus on
renewable energy sources."

Anti-nuclear campaigner Kim
Stewart told the crowd, that we
already have the solutions to
climate change. "W ind, solar,
geothermal, biofuels - these
technologies are available today ,
we need just to invest in them,
not invest in end-of-pipe dreams."

"We need to embrace a new
localised, community based
economy where people help each
other, not just themselves. Climate
change is a matter of survival for
many of our poorer neighbours: our
inaction increases their jeopardy .
As the biggest per capita GHG
emitters, it's our duty to take
action at both government and
individual level."

The crowd cheered Queensland
Greens campaigner Drew Hutton's

If you attended the 2006 W alk
Against Warming you can still
get a commemorative t-shirt
for $10 from F oE Brisbane.

Phone 07 3846 5793 to order
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In 2005 BHP Billiton purchased the
Olympic Dam mine in South
Australia from Western Mining
Corporation. Along with the
profitable benefits of owning
Australia’ s biggest deposit of
uranium, they also will benefit
from the Roxby Downs (Indenture
Ratification) Act 1982 which
suspend the mine operations from
a number of significant laws.
These laws include:

The Aboriginal Heritage Act 1988,
the Development Act 1993, the
Environmental Protection Act
1993, the Freedom of
Information Act 1991, the Mining
Act  1971 and the Natural
Resources Act 2004 (including the
Water Resources Act 1997).

The size and influence of the
mining giant brings with it the
arrogance that they can operate
outside the law , putting at risk
much more than shareholders
money.

Near the end of the meeting
shareholders were invited to ask
questions which just a few of
them did. Speaking for ‘BHP
Shareholders for Social
Responsibility’  I asked Mr Argus if
the board  would relinquish those
legal exemptions to maintain his
companies stated commitment to
the “highest ethical standards”
and the “strictest environmental
and health standards”.

Argus told shareholders that
they would not make a
commitment to relinquishing
their extra-legal privileges
granted to former owners.
Mr Argus argued that they
would continue to benefit
from those legal exemptions,
that it was “not uncommon”
in the mining industry . Mr
Argus says that the
shareholders (and the rest of
the community) would have
to trust his word that they
were doing the right thing.
He says, “we will apply to

service. Until they relinquish the
Roxby Downs Indentures, their
admissions of best practice,
sustainability and integrity with
regards to the Olympic Dam mine
will remain a sham.

My colleagues from the Mineral
Policy Institute also questioned
them on human rights abuses in
the Phillipines, Columbia and
Indonesia and more about the
issues surrounding BHPB’s
performance on those issue can be
found on the MPI website. Much
credit should go to Techa
Beaumont, who it is apparent by
the BHPB Chairman’s reactions, is
a regular spokesperson for human
and environmental justice at their
AGMs and beyond.

See also:

From P5.

The Chairman’s word does not
constitute a legally binding
commitment to protect the
natural and cultural
environment from harm and for
future generations.

It behooves the world’ s biggest
mining corporation to set the
example of good environmental
and ethical practice and not
simply pay it lip service.

the highest standards...we are
acting within the law .”

I argued that “In refusing to have
to abide by the laws that bind every
other person, shareholders can only
assume that they expect to breach
those laws, otherwise they would
have nothing to be afraid of.”

While they operate outside the law
and with no accountabil ity to
environmental and social concerns,
the community has no assurance of
culpability for accidents. These
exemptions represent a racist and
environmentally irresponsible
outcome for the community .

Their exemption from the Freedom
of Information Act means that if they
have an accident, a radioactive a
leak or destroy aboriginal artefacts,
we may never know. It is within the
realm of possibility that these things
may happen. The Olympic Dam
mine, in 1994, had a considerable
leak of radioactive water from it’ s
tailings dam that went undiscovered
and  unremediated for years. Things
do go wrong. The community needs
to know it can be protected.

The Chairman’s word does not
constitute a legally binding
commitment to protect the natural
and cultural environment from harm
and for future generations. It
behooves the world’ s biggest mining
corporation to set the example of
good environmental and ethical
practice and not simply pay it lip

If you find the Roxby Downs
Indenture  an outr agous
privelege to  BHPB and the
uranium mining industry you
can write to:

The Mineral
Policy Institute
www.mpi.org.au

BHP Shareholders
for Social

Responsibility

www.bhpethical.
shares.green.

net.au

Premier Mike Rann
GPO Box 2343,
Adelaide SA 5001
Phone: 08 8463 3166
Fax: 08 8463 3168
premier@saugov.sa.gov.au

A sample letter and more
addresses can be found here:
www.foe.org.au/download/
Roxby_Indenture_paper_May_2006.doc

Kim Stewart, AN Collective
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DIY Life:

Written by: FoEB Editorial Team
HAVE YOUR SAY:
Frustrated by the lack of public
domain art available to cash-poor
NGOs like FoE, we've initiated the DIY
cartoon based on this simple graphic
and clip art. In the spirit of
constructing the new particpatory
society, we encourage readers to
contribute text for our cartoon on
environmental and social justice
issues.  All published contributions get
a free copy of FoE Australia's
magazine, Chain Reaction. Send your
four part cartoon dialogue to:
kim.stewart@brisbane.foe.org.au

it's your life, be in it

What's Up at Reverse Garbage?
Reverse Garbage is a not-for-profit workers' co-operative that collects
high quality industrial discards, diverting them from landfill to sell
them at low cost to the general public.  RG  are proud supporters of
Friends of the Earth Brisbane.

We have a range of creative workshops being offered over the Christmas
holiday break and beyond. To find out details about what’ s on offer,
check out our website at
w w w . r e v e r s e g a r b a g e . c o m . a u / e d u c a t i o n . h t m
Children’s Christmas Holiday Activities
- Christmas decorations - Tuesday, 19 Dec (10am - 12pm)
- Kite making - Tuesday, 19 Dec (1.30pm – 3.30pm)
- Printmaking for kids - Thursday, 21 Dec (10am – 12pm)
- Puppet making - Thursday, 21 Dec (1.30pm – 3.30pm)
- Printmaking for kids - Tuesday 16, Jan (10am – 12pm)
- Kids’ jewellery making - Tuesday 16, Jan (1.30pm – 3.30pm)
- Mad masks - Thursday, 18 Jan (2.30pm – 4.30pm)
- Kids’ hanging mobiles - Tuesday, 23 Jan (10am – 12pm)
- Junk robots - Tuesday 23 Jan (1.30pm – 3.30pm)
- Kids’ wacky weaving - Thursday, 25 Jan (1.30pm – 3.30pm)
All children’ s workshops are $20 per class, including materials. They
are suitable for children aged 6 to 12 years. Max. 10 per class.
Adult Classes
- Paper making - Wednesday, 20 Dec (1pm - 4pm)
- Explore the making of recycled paper and discover exciting new ways
of creating works with paper art.
- Junk jewellery - Thursday, 18 Jan (6.30pm – 8.30pm)
- Create your own fabulous jewellery pieces using a range of interesting
and unique Reverse Garbage materials.
- Glass bead making (TO BE CONFIRMED) - Thursday, 25 Jan (6.30pm –
8.30pm)
- Join Renee Dillon, our guest workshop facilitator , who will demonstrate
the craft of making glass beads. Each participant will also have the
opportunity to make their own beautiful glass beads with found glass.
- Mosaic workshop - Saturday, 3 Feb (1pm – 4pm)
- Bring a terracotta pot (new or used), concrete/clay object or even a
small framed mirror to mosaic using traditional or non-conventional
salvaged materials.
All adult’ s workshops are $40 per class, including materials. No
experience is necessary. Max. 8 per class.

To ensure your space in any workshop, a $10 deposit is required for
each participant. Due to limited numbers, we encourage you to book
quickly. You can call (07 3844 9744), email us
info@reversegarbage.com.au with your details or book-in at the sales
counter next time you’re in warehouse.
For any further inquiries, contact Julie Hauritz (W orkshop Co-ordinator)
from Tuesday to Thursday.

Reverse Garbage is open six days a week, Monday to Saturday from
9am to 5pm, although we are closed on public holidays.

Upcoming workshops :

Make a workshop booking:

Reverse Garbage Hours and Website:

www.reversegarbage.com.au

I've really been putting off

my Christmas shopping this

year, I can't stand it.

Yeah, I hate those crowds,

madly consuming, as if it's all

about buying love with gifts.

So much for peace on earth.

What do you think I should

do instead?

Some great mail-order

catalogues came in the mail

today...
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John Howard’s glowing futures

Once a jolly jumbuck camped by a billabong
under the shade of a swaggie it seems
and he sang and he watched while Conzinc mined
uranium
“Who’ll come a waltzing Matilda with me.”

Down came a miner to poison the waterhole
up jumped John Howard and embraced him with
glee
and he sang as he stuffed the profits in his money
bag
“You’ll come a waltzing Matilda with me.”

Up rode the Greens riding on a fountainhead
up rode the Democrats, the ALP.
“Where’s the grubby yellowcake you’ve got in your
money bag
We’ll not go a waltzing Matilda with thee. “

Howard and the miner weighed down by uranium
both drowned themselves by the Coolabah tree
and their ghosts may be heard as they greet the God
of Capital
“Please come a waltzing Matilda with me.”

Thanks to John Tomlinson who sent this song to us!

Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao and  John

Howard in Canberra after the signing

of the nuclear 'safeguards' deal.

Create a funky Reverse Garbage-worthy t-shirt
design  and see your design on people
everywhere!
The best design (and new slogan if you are so
inclined)  will win:
*  a t-shirt featuring the winning design
* a one year subscription to RG (20% off raw
materials for a WHOLE YEAR)
* and a $100 gift voucher
Competition ends on 31 January, 2007.

Reverse Garbage t-shirt
design compet i t ion

Email your entry to: info@reversegarbage.com.au or  send on a disk along
with a hard copy (PO Box 5626, West End, Q, 4101) or you can drop it into
the RG warehouse at 296 Montague Rd, West End.

Call Lisa on 07 3844 9744  or vist our website
at www.reversegarbage.com.au  for info

ecoGeek
is a West-End based small
business that aims to
assist niche computer
users attain their goals.
These users include lower-
income earners, students,
artists, writers, and
anyone else who feels the
need to start using
computers as a means of
communication or
production. They hope to
promote the fair distribution
and usage of technology,
for people from all walks
and levels of society.

ecoGeek often receives pleas
for help off-site which means
that his hours are somewhat
variable. If you have any
questions, need work done on
your computer or you want to
make donation of IT goodies,
avoid disappointment and
make an appointment before
coming in.

 Please call Ralph on 07
3844 1158 or 0413 322

439, email him at
info@ecogeek.com.au or

check his website at
www.ecogeek.com.au

Go wild, get creative and come up with a fabulous

design we can t ransform in to t -shi r ts
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Buy Nothing Year:
Matt Watkins’  quest to want
not, waste not
by Hillary Lindsay

November 26th was Buy Nothing Day. For Matt

Watkins it was a day like any other . On July 6

(his birthday), Matt W atkins closed his bank

accounts, gave away his small savings and

stopped buying-anything. Nearly five months

into his Buy Nothing Year, Watkins has spent

nothing and thought a lot about the costs of

living in a consumer society. "I stopped using

money in order to express my discontent

towards a capitalist system of exchange that

I believe to be exploitative, oppressive and

destructive," W atkins explains. "Buy Nothing

Year is a rejection of an

economic system which

values profit over people and

which uses economic

advantage to maintain an

unjust power structure. ...It

is also an effort to

contribute as little as

possible to the waste

stream, by living as much as possible on the

excesses of society." Living without money

in a culture that treats poverty like a crime

and values most things and people by their

monetary worth has been a huge learning

experience for Watkins. An experience that

he readily recognizes he has had the privilege

to choose. As a young, white, healthy ,

educated male, Watkins says his Buy Nothing

Year is partly "...an attempt to gain a deeper

understanding of the realities of daily life for

the economically underprivileged." He

admits, however, that even without money ,

his privileged background continues to offer

him advantages that many people are denied.

Living without money in
a culture that treats
poverty like a crime and
values most things and
people by their
monetary worth has
been a huge learning
experience for W atkins

provided me with the things I need,"

explains Watkins, who has found buying

nothing the least of his worries.

"Obviously, Buy Nothing Year takes a lot

of energy, and presents many challenges.

There is a constant danger of developing

exploitative or dependent relationships,

and [there is] the necessity of constant

resistance to an ideology that teaches

that the only meaningful contribution [to

society] is financial. Overcoming these

expectations has been a far greater

challenge than going without a few

luxuries."

Watkins is currently housesitting a home

with a wood stove. He has an agreement
with a neighbour to chop

his wood and in return

will receive as much

wood as he needs to heat

his home for the winter .

Since Watkins no longer

works eight hours a day,

he has ample time to

spend with people he
cares about, and to volunteer for

organizations he believes in. Whether it's

taking an autistic child swimming every

morning or cooking for Food Not Bombs

in Halifax, W atkins has spent his time

doing things he enjoys and believes in--

with no expectation of receiving

anything in return. Buy Nothing Year,

according to Watkins is partly an

"actualization of a personal philosophy

which proposes that generosity is

infectious." He has been pleasantly

surprised by the response.

"People have alternately responded to

Buy Nothing Year with interest, disbelief,
"A combination of house-

sitting, work exchange,

tenting, working on organic

farms, hitch-hiking,

dumpster-diving, dish-

washing, gardening and

simply asking has so far

gratitude, generosity

and often overwhelming

support," he says. It has

been the support of

friends and the wider

community that has

made Buy Nothing Year

FYI: Energy
consumption
of household
appliances

- costing you, costing the
planet

For each kWh of electricity
consumed, around 1kg of
carbon dioxide is emitted at
the power station

Air Con - about 900KWh/
yr.  A typical 2-star 500W
AC will add up to $200/yr
to your bills in QLD (based
on 600hrs usage/yr.
Differences in models, star-
rating, insulation and size of
room cooled. [3.]

Fridge  - 670KWh/yr for
medium sized 2 1/2 star
fridge = about $600/yr

Hot Water  - 4500KWh/yr. A
typical electric hot water
system will add between
$250-600/yr to your bills.
Solar, by comparision, will
cost approx $30/yr . [4.]

Lights  - 6 incandesent 100w
light bulbs = $110/yr . NB.
halogen & incandescent
bulbs use 10 times more
energy than compact
flouresent ones [1.] [4.]

Telev ision  - 80KWh/yr.
Based on average 48cm TV.
[ 6.] This TV Will add $800/
year to your bills if you
watch 25 hours per week.
Plasma screen TVs at up to
450W use much more than
average at  585KWh/yr = up
to $5000/year! Average TVs
can use $50/yr just on
stand-by mode!! [1.]

Washing Machine - Front
loaders use up to 68% less
energy than top loaders.
[2.]
Sources:
1. www.energy.qld.gov.au
2. www1.home.energy.wa.gov.au
3. www1.sedo.energy.wa.gov.au
4. www.energexinstitute.com
5. www.energysmart.com.au
6. www.energyrating.gov.au



December 2006
14: Public Meeting:  “Anti terror
laws - Silencing dissent and attacking
our rights”  On the anniversary of when
the law went through P arliament.
Speakers: Michael Cope, the President
of the Queensland Council of Civil
Liberties to speak plus others Date:
November 14 (Thu), 2006 time tba
Place: CEPU - 41 Peel St, South Brisbane
Organised by the Stop the War
Collective More. Info: 3846 5793

15: FoE Brisbane Party!  We've been
busy bees this year. So let's celebrate a
year of successful action on social and
environmental justice! 6pm, December
15 @ FoEB House,  294 Montague Rd,
West End.

19: Anti-nuclear Collective meeting
6pm, FoEB House. call for info 3846
5793 call for info 3846 5793

21: Climate Justice Collective
meeting 6pm, FoEB House. call for
info 3846 5793

10.

FoE collectives are always putting
on events:  you can visit our

website
www.brisbane.foe.org.au
or join our events list by emailing

the office  to find out what's
happening

office@brisbane.foe.org.au

FoE Brisbane

January 2007
18: Talisman-Sabre07 Peace
Convergence Action Planning Meeting.
5pm, Spiral Community Hub, Boundary
Street, West End.

25: Queensland Nuclear Free Alliance
Meeting.

The 2007 F oE discussion series:
Monthly @ the Paddo Workers Club -
Beginning third Thursday of the month
starting February 2007.

Feb:  Climate Change and the Pacific
March: Mines, dumps and reactors or a
nuclear-free Australia?
April:  Clean Energy Forum
May: Australia/Queensland as a US
bombing range: Talisman-Sabre
2007 and Shoalwater Bay
June:  Ecological and Social Justice
July:  Sustainabil ity and Food

mismanagement of natural resources

have brought our planet to the brink of

destruction," says Watkins. "The

lifestyle most Canadians lead is

unsustainable. At some point we have

to start taking individual responsibility

for our own patterns of consumption.

Individual consumers are ultimately the

cause of environmental degradation,

and I believe that taking responsibility

for our own consumer decisions is the

solution."

Although there are plenty of altruistic

reasons to live more simply, according

to Watkins, buying nothing (or buying

less) has unexpected benefits.

"Participating in genuine exchanges and

relationships that are not mediated by

money has caused me to rethink my

system of assigning value to the things

I use, and the people I meet. It has also

shown me how dependent we are on

each other, and the earth. Money causes

us to take these things for granted;

buying nothing has taught me to be

thankful for them. I believe that this

sort of exchange brings out the best in

people."

(This article originally appeared in The Coast.)

possible for Watkins. He has spent a

lot of time in public spaces such as parks

and libraries and has also spent a lot of

time in the houses of friends. During

the summer and early fall W atkins often

pitched his tent in a friend's backyard

and also cooked communally in friends'

kitchens.

Buy Nothing Year has not only made

Watkins more conscious of his

relationships with people and his

community, but also of his relationship

with the environment. No longer able

to buy food from the local grocery store,

much of what Watkins ate in the

summer and fall was grown in his garden

in a friend's backyard. More recently ,

Watkins has been volunteering on a

local organic farm in exchange for

meals. Growing his own food organically

is a stark contrast to W atkins other food

source: the dumpsters of big box stores.

Watkins is overwhelmed by the amount

of bread, vegetables, and just about

everything else that gets thrown out

every day. He believes it's a symptom

of a society that has become completely

disconnected from the impacts of how

money is spent. "Greed and

continued from page 9

Operation Talisman-Sabre
07, Australian-U.S Joint

Would you let 30,00

troops with nuclear

and live bombs trample

December 19, 2004  http://dominionpaper .ca/
environment/2004/12/19/buy_nothin.html

at Shoalwater Bay, near
War games will be held

Rockhampton, May-June
2007.   There will be land and

firing, submarines
u s i n g

active sonar, tanks and

be National Park.

Shoalwater Bay is RAMSAR

endangered green turtles and
dugongs. Nuclear powered U.S.
warships, will also visit Brisbane

and other Australian ports, war planes

will visit our airports.

humvees driving over

an area that should

WAR GAMES:

listed wetlands, and home to

Events

powered vessels with sonar

your backyard?  Please
don't let them trample

mine ! !under-sea bombing, live

www.peaceconvergence.com
WE SAY NO!



FoE Brisbane Fundraising: Christmas 2007

Groundswell  is a  Friends of the Earth Brisbane

Publication.  Thanks to our contibutors & editorial team:

Lisa  (Reverse Garbage), John, Adele, Emma, Robin, Kim,

Miranda, Wendy (FoE Brisbane), Asger (BASTARD

collective). Advertising:   We accept approved advertising

at the following rates:  Business card size=$30; 1/3 column

or row=$120;

11.

1/2 A4=$240; 1/4 A4=$120. Cost negotiable.  All funds

contribute to the environmental and social change work

of Friends of the Earth Brisbane.

To submit  a story or advertisment email the editor at:

kim.stewart@brisbane.foe.org.au
Phone: 07 3846 5793 Fax: 07 3846 4791
Printed on Recycled Paper.

You can purchase our merchandise by:
1. Visiting us at FoE House, 294 Montague Rd, West End, on Mondays 10am-5pm.
2. Phone us  on 3846 5793 to place an order.
3. Or print out an order form  from our website: www .brisbane.foe.org.au/merchandise

FoE Brisbane is a not-for-profit cooperative. W e have no waged workers and recive no government funding
for our campaigns. All donations and purchases go to supporting our ongoing work for social and environmental
justice.

People and Planet: Social Justice and Env ironment
Diary
This beautiful diary features inspiration photos of grassroots activism
from around the world. The diary is spiral bound, glossy and full-
colour, printed on recycled paper .
$18 each + postage

Climate Justice Calendar 2007
This 2007 calendaris illustrated with powerful images from the FoE
International photo competition and from Friends of the Earth climate
actions. The images and text highlight the environmental and social
impacts of climate change, those responsible, the local/global
resistance to climate change, and the challenge for better energy
alternatives. The calendar is trilingual (English, French and Spanish)
and key climate-related dates are noted. It is printed on chlorine-free
100% recycled post consumer paper. The size is 240mm x 340mm. The

Give a gift that lasts: Subscribe a friend to F oEB
Can't find that perfect gift? Feel that one more piece of plastic crap

just can't convey your message of peace and goodwill to all beings?
Buy a loved one a year's membership to Friends of the Earth Brisbane.

Gift membership includes a beautifully presented 100% recycled paper
gift card certificate that doubles as a desk calendar , membership
card for your loved one's wallet and quarterly subscription to our

newsletter Groundswell in your choice of electronic or paper delivery .
$40 each + postage

calendar has a full colour earthy matt finish.P rofits from the calendar sales will go to Friends of the Earth
climate justice campaign and our international campaign work.
$20 each + postage

30 years of Creative Resistance:
A History of F oE Australia

Documents the grass roots work of our organisation.
$20 each + postage

44444

44444

33333

33333



Meetings, meetings,
meetings

Climate Justice
Collective  meets

fortnightly on
THURSDAYS

at FoE House.
6pm -7:30pm.

Contact John on
 0405 433 550 for info.

Anti-nukes Collective
meets fortnightly on

1st and 3rd
TUESDAYS

at FoE House at
6.30pm.

Contact Robin on
3846 5793 or

0411 118 737 for info.

Contact Us

294 Montague Rd

West End, Brisbane

PO Box 5702

West End, Brisbane,

QLD 4101

Phone: 07 3846 5793

Fax: 07 3846 4791

Email:  office [at]

brisbane.foe.org.au

Friends of the Earth-Brisbane  is a community based social change cooperative
concerned with local, regional, national and international issues. W e are
working towards the creation of an ecologically sustainable and socially
just society through community action.  W e  are a volunteer run organisation
and do not recieve any government funding.
                          Please consider supporting our work with a donation

Yes!  I'd love to support FoE Brisbane!
Please find enclosed my donation of $_________________
Please send me more info about FoE's campaigns:       Anti-nuke         Climate Justice         Food Irradiation

Please send me more information about membership

www.brisbane.foe.org.au

Post to:

PO Box 5702

West End, Brisbane, QLD 4101

Phone: 07 3846 5793

Fax: 07 3846 4791

Email:  office [at] brisbane.foe.org.au

"""""

NAME:____________________________________PHONE:________________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________

qqqqq

qqqqq
qqqqq qqqqqqqqqq qqqqq

Membership includes quarterly newsletter and supporters card.

Poster by Mike Flugennock www.sinkers.org/posters/imfwboct02/index.html


