
Labor  confirms  no  uranium
mines policy ... for  now
Friends of the Earth Brisbane in conjunction with the
Queensland Conservation Council, Queensland Nuclear
Free Alliance and national environment groups
Australian Conservation Foundation, the Wilderness
Society and religious and Labor representatives rallied
before parliament house in Brisbane calling on P remier
Peter Beattie to confirm his parties commitment to
their "No mines' policy on uranium.

In This Issue: What FoEB collectives are doing p2, Recycling IT at Reverse Garbage
p5, FoE Kuranda Stopping the Highway to Hell p6, Recipes for Change: Adele Goldie's
Dahl p8,  G20 protests in Melbourne p9, FoEB events p11  and much more...

NGOs made a concerted effort pre-election to get this
statement from Deputy P remier Anna Bligh: "the Beattie
Government does not support the development of a uranium
industry in Queensland."  Bligh refers to an earlier letter from
Premier Beatie to the ACF in late 2005 which says: "my
government will not countenance either the mining or
processing of uranium in Queensland, nor the provision of
nuclear waste dumps in the state."

The Newsletter of Friends of the Earth Brisbane
Spring 2006, V ol 12. www.brisbane.foe.org.au

The phenomenon of peak oil - that is the likelihood
that the peak oil production occurred in the 60s
and now we are in rapid decline  - worries a lot of
us.  The end of oil as a cheap energy source is  an
economic crisis for  the world, but it also spells a

It 's time to do
something to free
ourselves from
over-reliance on
the old system  by
developing our
own skills and
resources in
sustainable ways.

social  disaster:  for as
oil prices soar, everything
from food to consumer
goods will be increasingly
effected. However , it
can also be seen as an
opportunity .

In August 2006
Permaculture guru David
Holmgren teamed up
with author and peak oil
commentator Richard
Heinberg for a national tour .  They  were speaking
about down-to-earth things anyone can do to
alleviate the peak oil crisis.

The attraction of permcultural solutions relies on
the independence and localisation of energy and
food production. Local energy production and
reduction through rewables like wind and solar ,
passive solar  design, sharing vehicle resources
and biking it mean less reliance on fossil fuels.

Holmgren highlights the importance of food
security. Modern food production relies
overwhelmingly on fossil fuels:  from the machines
that cultivate crops, vehicles that transport it ,
refrigeration, right down to the plastic bags it
comes wrapped in.  Holmgren sees living soil as

Continued Page 4.

Solving the Peak Oil Crisis
in your own back yard

Peak Oil  & Grass Roots

Groundswell

However she also says, "it is widely acknowledged that this
issue will be debated at the next ALP national conference in
April 2007."



FoE Brisbane:   Collective Reports

One of FoE Climate Justice Collectives
greatest achievements for 2005 was
the publication of the Citizen's Guide
to Climate Refugees .  You can
download you own copy for free here:
www.foe.org.au/nc/nc_climate.htm

Climate Justice Collective

Office Collective
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November 4:

Walk Against Warming
Join us on this second

international day of action
on climate change.

Brisbane
2pm Queens Park

(cnr George & Elizabeth St,
behind the Casino)

Bring family, friends, kids,
bikes, umbrellas and windmills!!

There will be entertainment,
speakers, food & stalls.

Organised by Climate Action
Brisbane

For more info contact Emma on
3846 5793

www.walkagainstwarming.org

The CJC has had a busy few months.
We have held stalls and done a
number of presentations at a various
events and recently held a trivia night
fundraiser. We have also been
involved in writing articles for a new
climate justice booklet which will be
released at the end of the year and
also in writing parts of a report on
climate change and aid and
development.

We also held a Professional
Development Day with Queensland
Churches Together which was aimed
at people working in church related
contexts. We gave presentations
about climate justice, climate
refugees and the spiritual and ethical
dimensions of climate change. We
hope to do more of these in the

future and if your group would be
interested in hosting something
similar we’d be more than happy
to be involved.

Some of our collective have been
involved with Climate Action
Brisbane in organising the Walk
Against Warming which is being
held on November4. This is the
second international day of action
on climate change and is shaping
up to be a fun day with some great
speakers, bands, food and stalls.
Join us in telling our governments
that it’ s well and truly time they
took action on climate change! The
Walk goes from Queens Park
(behind the Casino) and starts at
2pm.

In 2005/2006 FoE saw the return
of Derec Davies to office duties at
our Montague Road office.  Derec
has been coordinating the running
of the office with the help of
volunteers Natalie (memberships),
Kenny and Brian (library).

Derec is also coordinating
fundraising for FoEB, and IT
development for FoE Australia,
which he works on with Tel, Glenn
and others.

This year we have Food Irradiation
Watch & Brisbane Social Forum
collectives working out of our

We are also holding a public forum on climate change and the P acific
which will be held on October 14 from 2-4pm. Bob Sercombe (Shadow
Minister for Overseas Aid and Pacific Island Affairs) will be speaking
about the Labor Party discussion paper ‘Our Drowning Neighbours’,
which was based on FoE’s ‘A Citizen’ s Guide to Climate Refugees’.
Some Pacific Islanders that we have connected with will also be
speaking.  We aim to create a dialogue between those who would not
usually have access to politicians, as well as show the Labor Party that
there is support for their proposed policies. V enue TBA; call Emma on
3846 5793 for more details.

Thanks to all our dedicated collective members for their efforts in
making all our great events happen!

offices, as well as FoE members.

This year we sadly saw the
departure of the Wild Spaces
collective to Melbourne, where the
event will be coordinated for
2007.  We wish the WS collective
members the best in their future
endevours.

FoE Brisbane has an activist library
and we offer desk rent and
computer use to NGOs or activists
looking for a place to work.
Contact the office on 3846 5793
for information.

FoE campaigns members are also
available at the FoE office
regularly, so drop in for a chat!



Anti-Nuclear
Collective

In June 2006 FoEB Anti-nuke collective

joined protestors outside the state Labor

conference in Brisbane

3.

FoEB fundraising
As a volunteer run cooperative with
no government funding, FoE Brisbane
operates on a  shoestring budget.

We have a range of fundraising items
that you can purchase to help us run
our campaigns. Below are just a few .

You can purchase our merchandise
by visiting us at

FoE House
294 Montague Rd,
West End, Brisbane

on Mondays between 10-5.
Or you can phone  3846 5793 to
place an order.

New "We Support a Nuclear Free
Australia" Stickers $2 or "Nuclear
Australia Maps @ $1 each +
postage

"Globalise Love" and "Globalise
Peace" T-shirts in many sizes and
styles @ $15 each + postage.
(Yes, that's Michael Franti and fan!)

"Irradiated Food: I W on't
Stomach It"  calico shopping
bags @$5 each + postage

FoE collectives are always putting
on events:  you can visit our
website
www.brisbane.foe.org.au
or join our events list by emailing
the office  to find out what's
happening

office@brisbane.foe.org.au

FoEB Anti Nuke Collective reformed
in early 2006.  Since then we’ve
been very busy keeping up with the
misinformation flowing from the
pro-nuclear lobby.

In 2006 we launched a new website
in conjunction with the Queensland
Conservation Council and the Qld
Nuclear Free Alliance (QNFA) at
www.nuclearfreequeensland.org to
help raise community awareness
about nuclear issues.  The
establishment of the QNFA sets a
milestone for Queenslands nuclear
and peace movement where the
two have become closely allied in
the issues surrounding the
Shoalwater Bay Military Training
Facility near Rockhampton and the
potential use of depleted uranium.

We have made a strong
commitment to support the
communities of Yeppoon and Byfield
close to the facility , who face the

influx of 30,000 US troops and a
commensurate number of Australian
troops for the Talisman-Sabre (TS07)
war games there in July 2007.  We
have been organising with peace
groups for a major protest event to
coincide with the 'games'.  TS07
threatens both the local community
and environment with live firing,
toxic munitions, heavy military
vehicles, sonar, nuclear powered
vessels potentially carrying nuclear
weapons including depleted uranium.
In addition,  the local community will
be threatened by the increased
assaults and sexual violence that
accompanies war games and the
intolerable noise and difficulty they
have been used to from the local
military presence. Visit
www.peaceconvergence.com for
more info.

We are also supporting the Pine Gap
6  on trial for their 'citizen's
inspection' of  the U.S. spy base in
the NT, with Adele Goldie, one of
the defendants, a valued member
of  the anti-nukes collective.
continued page 10
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Continued from Page 1.
the basis of food security:  yet modern agriculture
has killed the earth:, spraying all  manner of
contaminants on the soil and crops. Our home
gardens are real opportunities to bring life back to
the earth where we are at: by composting, mulching
and growing our own foods we are returning life to
the soil and eliminating some of  those food miles
that rely on increasing fossil fuel production.  At the

same time, growing your
own food puts you in
touch with the weather
and the seasons in your
region, placing the
permultural concept of
local ecological
knowledge back into the

picture.

Permacul ture
also focuses on
the importance
of reduction:
c o n s u m e r
p u r c h a s e s
increase your

ecological footprint significantly . By reducing and
creatively recycling what's already available in your
local area, sharing skills with local people, you can
fulfil many of your needs while developing skills and
reducing oil consumption. (V isit Reverse Garbage for
some ideas!)

Holmgren's permacultural prescription extends into
the economy.  New ways of trading including Local
Energy Exchange Systems (LETS), Community
Supported Agriculture and WOOFing (Willing Workers
on Organic Farms) expands our human relationships
while dealing with or economic ones without the
destructive practices of being involved in an unethical
banking  industry.

Lastly, land ownership is crucial to the ability of an

Kim Stewart, FoEB

The media has the power to bring down governments or
raise the plight of  the  suffering.  Yet most mass media
is controlled by commercial interests or government. CCN
online is Brisbane’s new home of multimedia alternative
news, current affairs and culture anyone can access.

informative
engaging

independent
radio

tv
internet

ccnonline.org.au

Please
suppor t
Frie nd s of
the E ar th's
nukes
cam pa igns

FoE's anti-nuclear campaign needs financial support!
You can donate on-line at: https://egive.org.au/
egive/payments/new_payment.aspx?id=43

Which group has campaigned for a nuclear-
free future continuously for over 30 years? ...
when nukes  is a hot political issue and when
it's not? ... when campaign funding is available
and when it's not? ... ya, Friends of the Earth!

people to live self-sufficiently . Home
ownership is becoming increasing
unrealistic and is an unproductive
use of land. Permaculture offers
new ways of organising land
ownership including co-housing and
community housing which can offer
the empowerment of community
governance.

Heinberg's book, The Oil Depletion
Protocols,   outlines his global
diplomatic vision to avert oil wars
and social disaster.  Holmgren is co-
author of Permaculture One which

Friends of the Earth has played a vital role
in Australia since the mid 1970s, amongst
other things making a leading contribution
to the case for a world powered by
sustainable sources and free of the hazards
associated with the nuclear fuel cycle. As a
global organisation FoE has been energetic,
intellectually adventurous, and action
oriented. The environment would be in
worse shape if we did not have FoE, and its
future would look even grimmer . Thinking
globally, researching actively , and acting
locally has been a  hallmark of FoE's work.
They are still in there as energetic, creative
and determined to save the Earth as ever .
They deserve our  support.

Professor Jim Falk, Director
Australian Centre for Science, Innovation and Society
Melbourne University



J u n k - IT
Can IT waste become Art?
Have you ever wondered about the creative potential
of an old computer or redundant IT components?
Perhaps not. But Reverse Garbage put this call out
earlier in the year, asking artists and designers to
transform salvaged computer and IT equipment into
innovative works for an exhibition, Junk-IT. With
ecoGeek located next door and a never-ceasing tide
of computer detritus washing up on our counter, it
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consider a minor upgrade instead? (I’d like to know
if it did!) Additional time and resources spent on
research and putting more meaningful information
together for the public and media would perhaps
have made a bit more of a difference.

When RG spoke to Ralph from ecoGeek about the
amount of IT waste being generated, he said that
while it was difficult to track, it is estimated that
between 1.5 to 3 million techno-junk items,
including monitors, scanners, printers and other
peripherals, are disposed of in Australia each
year. In dealing with our collective IT waste, Ralph
reckons that only a small amount of this waste is

seemed like a great idea. Reverse Garbage
could showcase the creative potential of yet
another growing waste stream while raising
people’s awareness about how wasteful and
unsustainable the computer industry has
become.

Eleven people took up the Junk-IT challenge.
Keys from computer keyboards were
fashioned into earrings and necklaces;
faulty circuit boards were transformed into
desklamps; computer chips were combined
to create a sculpture
of two figures playing
chess; and old-style
floppy disks became
the covers for
notebooks.

Artists involved in the
exhibition had
different motivations
for taking part in the
exhibition. Susannah
Dwyer was driven by
the amount of
interesting materials
she was instructed to
dispose of when her
father’s electronics company
was relocating recently.
Susannah describes her works
“as a potent reminder that what
is cutting-edge technology one
day becomes obsolete scrap the
next”.

While the exhibition was
successful in its bid to

sent for re-use or
recycling in Australia.
Some ends up as landfill,
while much is shipped
overseas to developing
nations under the guise
of recycling, when in fact
around 75% of it is
unusable.

How do we address this
issue as an individual or
community? Checking in
with ecoGeek about
viable and relatively low
cost options is certainly
one way. Questioning
what we really need in

the first place is another. But what of the
manufacturers? We know they have a responsibility
to change their deliberate strategy of producing
systems that become redundant as soon as they are

powered up. Unfortunately we
know that little will change while
profits are put before people and
the planet.

Junk-IT ran from 22  July to 12
August at the Reverse Garbage
Gift Shop. Some of the works
that were exhibited are still
available for sale. Otherwise,
stay tuned for the exciting
exhibition to be held at RG
towards the end of November.

Reverse Garbage Co-op Ltd is
open from 9am to 5pm, Monday
to Saturday, and is located next

demonstrate the creative re-use potential of
otherwise wasted materials, the awareness-raising
exercise was more difficult and perhaps even a little
too ambitious. Did the exhibition encourage people to
think about the implications of their decision to
replace their computer system, encouraging them to

door to the FoE House at 296 Montague Road,
West End.

Lisa, Reverse Garbage

www.reversegarbage.com.au

Some of the great items made for

the RG Junk-IT exhibition

For more information, call us on
07 3844 9744, or email us at
info@reversegarbage.com.au
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Remembering
Maralinga
On September 27, 1956, the first
British atomic test at Maralinga, in the
South Australian desert, codenamed
‘One Tree’, was conducted, on Tjarutja
lands. Fallout f rom One Tree was
measured as far away as Townsville
and Lismore and ultimately passed over
most of Australia.  7 more nuclear
devices were tested at Maralinga in the
following months.

The test range was located in an area
that was selected 'on the false
assumption that the area was not used
by its traditional Aboriginal owners',
when in actuality Indigenous people
continued to move in and around the
Prohibited Area - including, in one
instance, the Milpuddie family
unwitt ingly camped in a highly
contaminated bomb crater.

Many of the veterans subsequently
carry a high incidence of cancer and
genetic damage, passed on to their
children and grandchildren. The
veterans of these tests, and the
Indigenous groups of the area still have
not been adequately compensated or
acknowledged.

The nuclear industry's pattern of
discrimination against Indigenous
cultures continues in legislation like the
Roxby Downs Indenture Act which
allows BHP Billiton's operation at
Olympic Dam uranium mine precedence
over other legislation, including the
Aboriginal Heritage Act.

September 27 was marked by
commemoration ceremonies around
Australia. In Brisbane FoEB and the Qld
Nuclear Free Alliance held a candlelight
vigil, nukes workshop and public forum
featuring atomic veteran Lew Rice.

Maralinga stands as a stark reminders
of the connection between nuclear
technology, war and environmental and
social justice.

Skilling Up:  workshops at Friends of  the
Earth Brisbane

In recent months FoE Brisbane has been hosting a series of capacity
building workshops to allow active members of the public to enhance
their skills.  Jack, of the anti-nukes collective with FoE Brisbane, offers
this assessment of the workshop so far:

The  two workshops by Larrisa Cordner of The Wilderness Society and
Helen Abrahams from the  Brisbane City Council were very informative
and inspiring with lots of pertinent questions from the participants which
is a good indicator of how thought provoking the sessions were.

FoE has more skill workshops coming up covering topics such as
how to talk about nuclear issues and climate change, and how to
get your message to the media.  Come for the workshops and stay

for  lunch! See page 11 for details.

Do you have a skill to share?  Like to
facilitate a workshop and share your
experiences? Contact FoE on 3846
5793 to get involved.

Three abiding images which
capture their essence were
impressed on my mind.   Larrisa
showed us a silouhette of a jabiru
emblazoned on TWS information
card which was an iconic image
that gave the presentation instant
brand –name recognition.  The
second was a story Helen told of a
horse and dray procession during
an environmental dispute which captured the imagination of the locals
because it was part of  their rural tradition.  The third was recounted by
Helen of a young couple at Wynnum who were shown where the water
level would come up their kitchen wall as a graphic demonstration of
climate change and its effects on rising sea levels.  These are great
examples which we can extrapolate their use to all kinds of situations
which try to capture the hearts and minds of our target audience.

Lorrisa emphasised messaging as effective information transmission.
Develop one salient message that is prominently placed on all of your
material.  It may be an information byte or a catchy phrase or an
arresting image.  But the repetition will capture the imagination before
the details become the important factor.

When you are lobbying contact advisors rather than CEO’s or
department heads or ministers.  The advisors have a vested interest in
keeping their bosses informed so they will be more approachable. When
you have the name of an advisor do a google search on what their
interests are.  These are good conversation icebreakers when you arrange
a meeting with them but make sure it is not obvious you  have done a
background search on them because this could be taken to be invasive.
After the interview leave your name and number so the advisor can
follow up.  Advisors like to form links with relevant informants because
it makes their job more efficient.

Fallout  from the

Maralinga

tests



FoE Kuranda:
Stopping the Highway to Hell

7.

DIY Life:

Written by: FoEB Editorial Team
HAVE YOUR SAY:
Frustrated by the lack of public
domain art available to cash-poor
NGOs like FoE, we've initiated the DIY
cartoon based on this simple graphic
and clip art. In the spirit of
constructing the new particpatory
society, we encourage readers to
contribute text for our cartoon on
environmental and social justice
issues.  All published contributions get
a free copy of FoE Australia's
magazine, Chain Reaction. Send your
four part cartoon dialogue to:
kim.stewart@brisbane.foe.org.au

it's your life, be in it

You know what I love, I love

those pretty leaflets we keep

getting from our politicians.

Yeah, it's great to hear how

sucessful they've been

running the country for us.

I get sooooo much
pleasure out of their

grinning faces...

...but I wish they'd use recycled

paper.  That glossly stuff wreaks

havoc  on  my S-bend.

Below:  Artists impression of the proposed road to Kuranda

FoE Kuranda have been fighting a plan by the Beattie government  to upgrade
an exisiting road into a  4 lane highway to Kuranda, just inland from Cairns.
The proposal will see  a 12.5 km highway about half of which passes through
Wet Tropics World Heritage area with the loss of at least 50 hectares of
rainforest. The road would have carrying capacity of 48,200 cars a day.

The proposal will see a huge edifice elevated on pylons cut through rainforest
to facilitate increased tourist and domestic traffic to the area.  The road is in
line with plans by the Qld state government to increase urbanisation in the
area, creating another  suburbia which will increase environmental pressure on
this sensistive area.

In September the state government introduced a new regional planning process
for far north Queensland that  excludes the Kuranda Range 4-Lane Highway
proposal from review.  Spokesperson for FoE Kuranda, Sid Walker says it is
“an affront to common sense”.

Walker  says, “FoE seeks a review that takes into account - for the first time
- crucial issues such as climate change and ‘Peak Oil’. Government has
disregarded these to date while planning the new Highway. Now the Beattie
Government announces a regional planning review (FNQ 2025) of everything
except the half billion dollar plus Kuranda Range 4-Lane Highway. This treats
Queensland’s taxpayers and the FNQ community with contempt...What kind
of responsible governance is that?”

FoE Kuranda will continue to campaign against the proposed Kuranda Range
4-Lane Highway and consequential urbanization of the area surrounding
Kuranda. Walker says”We’ll continue to advocate sound and creative planning
for our area - planning that doesn’t shirk the major issues of our time” he
concluded.

Foe Kuranda are calling on people to write to the Federal Environment Minister
opposing the 4-Lane Highway and "rezoning" of World Heritage rainforest.
Write to: Senator Ian Campbell, Minister for the Environment and Heritage,
Parliament House, Canberra 2600.

www.foekur anda.org



a satellite tracking system to pinpoint targets in U.S. bombing raids on Iraq

and Afghanistan. It is also the command centre for the 'Missile Defence System',

an integral part of the US 'Star W ars' system enabling the US to dominate and

control space.                                               www .pinegap6.org

HOW?  Soak lentils overnight.  Saute onions, garlic, ginger and chilies in

butter until cooked.  Add curry powder, nutmeg and salt, add water and milk

enough to cook lentils.  Add vinegar and cook for 40 mins,   adding more

water if necessary. Stir  occassionally until soft and mushy .  Serve with rice.

Pesticide use has risen

dramatical ly worldwide

since 1961, from 0.49

kilograms per hectare to 2

ki lograms in 2004. The

increase is attr ibuted

mainly to China’s rising use

of herbicides on genetically

modif ied crops. World

exports of pesticides in

2004 reached $15.9 billion,

a new high in sales.

Some 3 million people a

year suffer from severe

pesticide poisoning (WHO).

The chemicals in pesticides

can also contaminate

drinking water when they

run off farmers’ fields. They

are among the synthetic

chemicals that are now

found at unacceptable

levels in the bodies of

people worldwide and  can

cause cancer, birth defects,

and damage to the nervous

system. Sweden, Norway,

and Denmark have

implemented taxes on

pesticides as a way to raise

awareness about

problems. Sweden has cut

pesticide use by 68 % over

the past 12 years, reducing

accidental poisonings by

77 percent.

Worldwatch Institute, Vital

Signs 2006

Recipes for Change:
Adele Goldies Dahl

Adele Goldie is a Brisbane peace and social justice activist and one of the

"Pine Gap 6" facing trial on October 3rd for trespassing on the US Spy Base at

Narangba Industrial Estate: Toxic Hotspot
In June 2006 the community living in the vicinity of the Narangba Industrial

estate began a class action against the state of Queensland over years of

contamination and illness resulting from the proximity of hazardous

industries to their homes.

The issue came to a head when on 25 August 2005 a fire at Binary Chemicals

in Pottasium St, Narangba spewed smoke and liquid into the local air and

water. Many locals have experienced health problems since that occasion,

but some have been experiencing the ill effect of the estate for a lot

longer.

FoE Brisbane has set up a Narangba Solidarity page at our website where

you can find info and news about the fire, the industrial estate and the

class action.

www.brisbane.foe.org.au/nar angba.htm
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1/4 teaspoon vinegar

2 tablespoons of butter/soy butter

Curry powder, ground nutmeg,  salt to

taste

water 1/4 ratio

milk/soy milk 3/4 ratio

Adele's Dahl Recipe:

1/2 packet of red lentils (ie. 250g)

1 onion, finely chopped

1 1/2 cloves of garlinc, finely chopped

2 teaspoons of fresh ginger, finely

chopped

1/2 teaspoon chopped chillies

"The Pine Gap
contribution (to the Iraq
war) is much more
significant than any
sending of Australian
soldiers"
Dr Michael McKinley, Strategic

analyst at the ANU Canberra.

Pine Gap in the NT late last year .  Adele says

“P ine Gap is controlled by a terrorist

organisation called the US Government. Pine

Gap has played a major role in two illegal

invasions of Iraq and Afghanistan. It is an illegal

organisation and a terrorist organisation. It is

illegal under International law and the Geneva

Convention, and the Nuremberg charter”.

Pine Gap gathers military intelligence and uses



IMF/World Bank Outcry
September 8 2006 - Civil
society groups worldwide
have reacted angrily to the
Singaporean government’s
ban on up to 20 delegates
who planned  to attend
World Bank/International
Monetary Fund annual
meetings  there.
“Three years ago, we went
through a similar ordeal
when the WB chose to have
its annual meetings in the
Emirate of Dubai,” said
Sameer Dossani of the 50
Years Is Enough Network. “It
seems that the only
countries where the IMF and
WB  feel secure are those
with no respect for human
rights and civil liberties.”

GM Rice from China
September 7, 2006 --
Friends of the Earth
International called on
countries importing rice from
China to immediately ban
imports of Chinese rice
following the detection of
illegal genetically modified
(GM) rice in Chinese foods
on sale in Europe. This is the
second time in just three
weeks that an illegal GM rice
was detected in the food
supply.

Climate Cyber Action
FoE Europe have a new
cyber action, asking people
to offer a “climate deal” to
their government. People
can upload a photo, putting
a “speech bubble” over it
and writing their “climate
deal” into it. Such a “deal”
would include something
people promise to do at
home about climate change,
and a demand for real action
by their governments in
return. All photos appear in
a web gallery - and we will
challenge governments with
these photos within our work
on the UN climate
negotiations.
www.foeeurope.org

FoEI News in Brief

G20:   What  is  it ?   What's happening ?
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Melbourne is hosting the G20 meeting
of finance ministers, central bank
governors and the leaders of the
World Bank and IMF on November 18-
19 this year. The G20 is a major global
policy forum responsible for pushing
neoliberal policies such as
privatisation, trade liberalisation and
flexible labour markets – policies that
worsen poverty and deepen the
environmental crises that we face.

The G20 meeting is a vital
opportunity to express our opposition
to neoliberalism and corporate-led
globalisation, and to promote and
celebrate alternatives. A range of
events are being organised by various
networks in the days leading up to,
and during, the meeting. Check out
www.stopg20.org for details.

FoE Australia is involved in a number
of ways. The current issue of FoEA's
magazine, Chain Reaction, features
a range of articles both critiquing
corporate-led globalisation and
presenting alternatives. FoE will
also participate in the
convergences opposing the G-
20’s policies through our strong
work in promoting climate
justice and challenging false
solutions to climate change such
as nuclear power.

If you would like to find out
more about FoE’s activities for

LIVE IN BRISBANE?
WANT TO GET ACTIVE AROUND
THE G20?
Want to get on the bus?

Contact Ellie Smith -

eleanor .anne@gmail.com -

0415044974

www.stopg20.org

the G20, contact Rodney from the
Reclaim Globalisation collective in
Melbourne: rodney@foe.org.au

If you can't be there, you might
like to contribute to the G20
Vision Quilt being put together by
the Victorian College of Arts
students.  It's theme will be 'How
would you like the future to look?'
"We want to show all the amazing
progressive visions that people
hold, in contrast to the bleak
future  vision that the G20 meeting
stands for'. To Contribute  contact
quilt@vcasu.org.au



If YOU want to get involved, the
Anti-nuclear collective meets
fortnightly on 1st and 3rd
TUESDAYS at FoE House, 294
Montague Rd, West End @
6.30pm

Food irradiation is being promoted by
the International Atomic Energy
Agency and some governments

 as a hygiene method to
facilitate trade and

increase shelf stability.

However,
what’s good for trade isn’t

necessarily good for us.

Food Irradiation Watch
 has produced a consumer

 guide for shoppers who
 want to avoid the nuclearis-
ation of their food. Get your

 copy of the Ir radiation Free
 Food Guide today and find out more:
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guide is now in it’ s second print
run and we have distributed
about 15,000 copies throughout
Australia.  FI Watch are receiving
further funding from the US
organisation Public Citizen (now
Food & Water Watch) to continue
this campaign. See
www.foodirradiationinfo.org for
more info.

We continue our support for the
East Narangba Community Action
Group especially Fran and Frank
Jell.  In  August 2005 a chemical
fire  exacerbated  illnesses in the
community as a result of the
toxic industries there that include
the Steritech  nuclear irradiation
plant.

Best of all, we’ve been able to
collaborate with FoEB Climate
Justice Collective in opposing
nuclear power and
geosequestration.  Together we
made some kick-ass props!
Thanks to all our loyal collective
members for the hard yards put
in.

Did you know

food
can be
treated
with
nuclear
radiation?

www.foodirradiationinfo.org

www.pinegap6.org.au

In the past eight months we've
held public meetings, film
screenings, quiz nights and
picnics.  Collective members
have spoken at conferences
including Robin Taubenfeld,
Kim Stewart, Treena Lenthall
and Adele at the 2006 Students
of Sustainability conference on
food, peace and nuclear issues
and Robin was also asked to
speak at IFOAM international
organics conference on
irradiation.  R obin, Kim, Liz
and Adele have also spoken at
various public events including
Hiroshima Day. Treena  spoke
in Rockhamption to a
parliamentary inquiry into the
expansion of Shoalwater Bay
Military Training Facility .

We've put out a prodigious
amount of paperwork including
a comprehensive set of fact
sheets on nuclear issues for
Queensland, submissions to
various inquires and many
letters, especially around the
issue of uranium contamination
in drinking water in the
Burdekin district near
Townsville.

Continued from Page 3 "For eight years in the White House,
every weapons-proliferation problem
we dealt with was connected to a
civilian reactor program.  And if we
ever got to the point where we
wanted to use nuclear  reactors to
back out a lot of coal ... then we'd
have to put them in  so many places
we'd run that proliferation risk right
off the reasonability scale."

We have developed a
considerable network
with local and national
activists.  We’ve also
developed our lobbying
skills through
workshops and
lobbying the Qld Labor
party to confirm it’ s
commitment to no
uranium mines with a
grant from BNI to
support Robin in this
role.

Food Irradiation
Watch, now an affiliate
of FoEA and part of the
AN collectives work,
published a ground-
breaking Irradiation
Free Food Guide.  The

9 May 2006
Al Gore,



Community Workshops
Skillshares and Talking points - Friends of the Earth
Brisbane and Nuclear Free Queensland invite you to a
series of campaign workshops and skillshares. The

FoE Brisbane Events

Groundswell  is a  Friends of the Earth Brisbane Publication.

Thanks to our contibutors & editorial team:  Lisa  (Reverse

Garbage), Rodney (FoE Australia), Jack, Adele, Emma, Robin,

Kim, Miranda, Wendy (FoE Brisbane), Asger (BASTARD

collective).

Advertising:   We accept approved advertising at the following

rates:  Business card size=$30; 1/3 column=$120; 1/3

Do you have a
skill or some

knowledge
to share?

Want to run a
workshop?

Please let us
know if

there is an
area you want

to explore
through these

workshops

purpose is to help us all
understand the issues more
and be more effective
campaigners for change.
Some will be skills based –
“Skillshares” and others will
be issues based – “Talking
points”. The skillshares will
allow us to learn about (and
practice) tools that we can
use to campaign on issues. The
“Talking points” will introduce
a topic, explore the issues,
and allow us to practice
arguing the major points. All
workshops will take place at
Friends of the Earth Brisbane
and are free. All welcome!

The Media and Messaging your issue
Featuring: Journalist Nikki Todd
Date: October 7, 2006 (Sat)
Time: 10:00am – 12:00pm (stay on for a light lunch!)

November 4:

Join us on this second international day
of action on climate change.
Show your support for a sustainable, climate-
friendly future! Last year up to 800 people joined
the walk, which was part of an international day
of protest involving 29 countries.  Most of the
focus of the protests was on the US and Australia,
the two main developed nations who have failed
to sign Kyoto.

We as the community need to take action to
demand appropriate policies in order to rein in
our greenhouse emissions. While the task of
converting to fossil-fuel free society may seem
huge, it is not insurmountable! Nuclear power and
“clean” coal are not solutions to climate change.
There are viable alternatives- wind, solar ,
geothermal and biomass which CAN help us reach
these targets.

March from Queens P ark, corner of George and
Elizabeth Streets (behind the Casino) at 2pm,
to show your concern about Climate Change.

Bring family, friends, kids, bikes, umbrellas and
windmills!! There will be entertainment, speakers,
food & stalls. Organised by Climate Action Brisbane
For more info contact Emma on 3846 5793

Climate 101:
The basics and how to talk about them
Featuring: FoEB Climate Justice Campaigner
Emma Brindal
Date: October 21, 2006 (Sat)
Time: 10:00 – 12:00 am (stay on for a light lunch!)
Place: Friends of the Earth
294 Montague Road, West End
Cost: free!
RSVP: Robin Taubenfeld at FoEB (07) 3846 5793

October 21:  Nuclear Free Queensland & FoE Brisbane
stalls at Community Radio 4ZzZ's Market Day, RNA
showgrounds, Brisbane. 20 or more bands, stallls, food
& drink & entertainment.
See www.4zzzfm.org.au for more info

Every Saturday:   Anti-nuclear stalls at W est End
shopping  district.

Last year 800 people joined the W alk Against Warming!

Walk Against Warming
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row=$120; 1/2 A4=$240; 1/4 A4=$120. Cost negotiable.  All funds

contribute to the environmental and social change work of

Friends of the Earth Brisbane.

To submit  a story or advertisment email the editor at:

kim.stewart@brisbane.foe.org.au
Phone: 07 3846 5793 Fax: 07 3846 4791
Printed on Recycled Paper.



Meetings, meetings,
meetings

Climate Justice
Collective  meets

fortnightly on
THURSDAYS

at FoE House.
6pm -7:30pm.

Contact John on
 0405 433 550 for info.

Anti-nukes Collective
meets fortnightly on

1st and 3rd
TUESDAYS

at FoE House at
6.30pm.

Contact Robin on
3846 5793 or

0411 118 737 for info.

Contact Us

294 Montague Rd

West End, Brisbane

PO Box 5702

West End, Brisbane,

QLD 4101

Phone: 07 3846 5793

Fax: 07 3846 4791

Email:  office [at]

brisbane.foe.org.au

Friends of the Earth-Brisbane  is a community based social change cooperative
concerned with local, regional, national and international issues. W e are
working towards the creation of an ecologically sustainable and socially
just society through community action.  W e  are a volunteer run organisation
and do not recieve any government funding.
                          Please consider supporting our work with a donation

Yes!  I'd love to support FoE Brisbane!
Please find enclosed my donation of $_________________
Please send me more info about FoE's campaigns:    Anti-nuke     Climate Justice      Food Irradiation
Please send me more information about membership

www.brisbane.foe.org.au

Post to:

PO Box 5702

West End, Brisbane, QLD 4101

Phone: 07 3846 5793

Fax: 07 3846 4791

Email:  office [at] brisbane.foe.org.au

"""""

NAME:____________________________________PHONE:________________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________
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