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On April 28th the members attending
Labor's national conference voted 205
to190 to expand uranium mining,
ending their 'no new mines' policy .
Queensland Premier Peter Beattie
voted in favour ...

Is uranium mining in the smart states future?

Groundswell

However, the proposal won by only 15 votes.
Congratulations to those many Labor party
members who voted with their consciences against
this decision. Western Australia has vowed to
continue their ban on uranium mining.  What will
Beattie do?

Feeling despairing about the Labor
party's ur anium mining decision?
See page 8 for some actions you can
take today!

sustainable and healthy future for our children?"
Uranium mining is environmentally damaging, Ms
Taubenfeld said, and governments should consider
alternative energy options before expanding the
nuclear industry.”

QNFA member Treena Lenthall was ejected from the
Labor conference in Sydney when she held up an anti-
nuclear banner after the vote was decided.  Ms Lenthall
said, “Peter Beattie has shown his true colours by
helping overturn Labor ’s long-held national “no new
mines” policy .  The change to Labor policy is a clear
indicator that Labor leadership is more concerned with

The Queensland Resources
Council  has been lobbying
media and government to
break the current state
ban, while Beattie remains
tight lipped.

FoE Brisbane, members of
the QLD Nuclear Free
Alliance and the Grim
Reaper visited the offices
of Beattie, Kevin Rudd and
the QLD Liberals the day
prior tot he vote, which
ironically was Chernobyl
Day.  It was the 21st
anniversary of the horrific
meltdown of the nuclear reactor in the Ukraine that
has led to hundreds of thousands of deaths and
ongoinging illness and contamination.

FoE anti nuclear spokeperson Robin Taubenfeld asked,
"Are we going to head down a dangerous, toxic
nuclear path or are we going to head down a

big business and profit
than the health and
welfare of the
community.”

“While the new policy
allows states to decide
whether or not they will
permit uranium mining,
Beattie’ s support for
uranium mining in other
states can be taken as a
signal to uranium miners
that Queensland, too,
may soon be open for
business.”

continued page 5

Above: Grim Reaper visits QLD political leaders
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Volunteers W anted!

FEAST FOR THE SENSES - Catering and events staff:  FoE’ s signature ethical feast and music night will be
happening in Sept/Oct this year .  We need your musical talent, culinary skills, or just your enthusiasm to
lend a hand to this important and delicious awareness/fund – raising event!

FoE FINANCE OFFICER – Do you have a few hours to spare each month and financial skills just waiting for
worthy organization?  If so, we need your help with bookkeeping – bill paying and day to day administration
of our very tight budget!!!!

OFFICE STAFF – Like meeting and talking to people?  Got  some time to spare on a regular basis?  Want to
support your favorite grassroots organization in a behind the scenes kind of way?   W e need you to join our
team of office volunteers – to answer phones, greet visitors and do general tasks that help FoE keep on
keeping on!

VOLUNTEER COORDINATOR – Good with people, well organised – like to delegate?
If you have some regularly available time, a good sense of humour , a lot of patience, organisational skills
and enjoy working with volunteers,  we need you to help coordinate general and campaign specific FoE
volunteers.

TAX APPEAL TELEPHONE CALLERS – Yup! It’ s that time of the year – Tax Time – once again, time for
FoE’s annual Tax Time Appeal/Donation drive.  As a volunteer-based community organisation that accepts
no funding from government, FoE  needs all the ethical financial help we can get!    If you have some time
to spare before the next financial year and don’t mind talking to nice people you never met before on the
phone about money– join us in phoning FoE friends and networks to help us raise well-needed funds to
support our campaigns and community action.  P hone FoEB Office:  (07) 3846 5793

The nuclear issue has really hotted up
in recent months.  The nuke collective
has been focussing on lobbying and
actions targetting politicans in the lead
up to the Labor party national

actions relating to the inquiry into
the expansion of the Shoalwater Bay
Military Training Area; protest of pro-
nuclear Labor member Martin
Ferguson; picket of Ziggy
Switkowski nucelar power debate in
Brisbane; a weekend-long statewide
nuclear advocates conference with
the QNFA; two protests of John

Chernobyl Day action on Libs, Labor
and Rudd; Palm Sunday "Nuclear Fools
Day" IDA; Labor day march plus more!
We also held a number of film
screenings including the launch of
David Bradbury's new film "A Hard
Rain".  We had stalls at most of these
events and also: 4ZzZ102.1fm's
Market Day, GECKO's Nuclear Free
forum and Environmental Festival,
Sandgate Healthy Living Festival,
outside Kevin Rudds office; and at
John Butler Trio concerts in Brisbane
and Cairns. WOW!

If you are keen to get regular updates
on the QLD anti-nuclear scene be
sure to join the Quyeensland Nuclear
Free Alliances' elist for the "Nuke E-
news" with news, events and actions
you can contribute to.  Go to
www.nuclearfreequeensland.org to
sign up!

Anti-nukes Collective meets
fortnightly on 1st and 3rd

TUESDAYS
at FoE House at 6.30pm.

Contact Robin on
3846 5793 or

0411 118 737 for info

conference held in April.
We've also been
involved in some joint
projects including
organising the Peace
Convergence at
Shoalwater Bay in June
and the Queensland
Nuclear Free Alliance
(QNFA).

Some of our many and

varied actions since our last newsletter
include: supporting the P ine Gap 4;
participation in the International Day
of Action on Food Irradiation;
Skillshares on community campaigning,
media, nukes issues; Action at the
Land Warfare Conference in Brisbane;
Participation in the annual W alk Against
Warming;  submission, speaker and

Howards nuclear
vision; an Irradiation-
free morning tea;
Clean Energy Forum;
picket and
attendance at BHP
shareholders meeting
in Brisbane;
attendance at
Workchoices rallies;
meeting with Hope

Alvarez Cristobal, Organization of
People for Indigenous Rights, Guam;
attendence at the  National anti-
nukes strategy meeting in
Katoomba; hosted Prof. Ian Lowes
public address and other events at
Brisbane Workers Community Centre;
particpated in IDA against the war
in Iraq; Hiroshima Day rally;
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Climate Justice

Office Collective Report

Meet
Friends of the

Earth
Brisbane

INTRODUCTORY
EVENING

4th Wednesday
each month, 6:30

– 8pm.
FoE House, 294
Montague Rd,

West End.

23rd of May
from 6.30-8pm at

FoE house.

The office collective has swung into high action
this quarter with various projects on the go.
Although we are lacking a steady finance officer
at the moment, so if you have some time and
are a keen financially minded person.come on in
and join the team.

Internal organisational memory retention has
been a key driver for the team over the last
months, with Brian Tseng transcribing the vast
electronic filing of the office onto the new and
wonderful Intranet. This service is aimed at
providing all FoE workers the flexibility to work
from any location via access to FoE campaign
and support resources.

Further development of FoE's communication
techniques has seen finalisation of the new
membership database management. This
instrumental change has come in time to support
two paid staff that will coordinate a new
fundraising and community profile building

project. Set to start in the next quarter which will see
many new initiatives of the organisation come to fruition,
so stay tuned.

In the coming months the office collective is set to host
new training sessions for our
vast network of volunteers. This
will include various components
to support further development
of quality volunteer
management, campaign
planning and project
management, using the new
information technology tools and
communication fundamentals.

For people interested in
volunteering with FoE; please
drop the team a line. W e are
very happy to support your needs
whilst getting involved.

Contact Derec to get
involved!
agentchange@yahoo.com.au

Collective

to page 4

The FoE Brisbane collective is now
celebrating the inclusion in the ALP’s
draft electoral platform of policy to
establish an international coalition
to accept climate refugees. The
proposal was part of a suite of
policies from the ALP discussion
paper Our Drowning Neighbours
about climate change in the P acifc.
Also included in the draft platform
is a policy to assist with intra-country
evacuations when citizens have to
be moved from low-lying areas to
higher ground, as well as assistance
with climate change adaptation and
emergency response efforts. We are
now waiting for confirmation on
whether all of these proposals were
passed, and indications are looking
good.

This follows a huge effort by FoE
Brisbane climateers to garner
support for these policies within the
ALP. In January we sent a letter to
all ALP Federal MPs which was signed
by a range of Australian
environment, faith-based and

development organisations. This
was followed up with meetings with
key ALP MPs. We also held a forum
earlier in the year at the P addington
Workers Community Centre about
climate change in the P acific,
where a member of Labor for
Refugees, Alissa Macoun, spoke
about the policy proposals. At this
event, Foga Clements from the
Brisbane Tuvaluan community gave
a moving presentation about the
impacts of climate change on her
homeland.  Alissa later organised
for Foga and Wendy Flannery from
the collective to make a short
presentation on the issue at a local
ALP Kurilpa Branch meeting.  In
response, the branch voted to
recommend to the Federal P arty
that the recommendations in Our
Drowning Neighbours be adopted
as policy.

Prior to the ALP national
conference, another mass-mailout
was undertaken. This time we sent
off FoE Australia’ s A Citizen’ s
Guide to Climate Refugees, as well
as a summary of FoEA’s Climate
Justice: A Fair Share of the
Atmosphere (see page 7) to almost
200 of the delegates attending the

ALP national conference.The
Brisbane collective had been
working very hard beforehand to
get A Citizen’ s Guide to Climate
Refugees revised and updated and
printed to be ready in time for
the mailout. You can access the
guide at http://www .foe.org.au

On April 26th , we held a forum on
Climate Change and Development
in the Asia Pacific Region with
World Vision and TEAR Australia.
Fatima Hakaoro, Chairperson of
the Tuvaluan Association, gave a
heartfelt and eloquent
presentation about the impacts of
climate change on Tuvalu and the
need for Australia to respond.
Other speakers, including Tim
Costello, CEO of World Vision
Australia, spoke about the
importance of developing a ‘whole
of government’ response to climate
change and the need for an
increase in Australia’ s foreign aid
to enable Southern nations to
adapt to the potentially
devastating impacts of climate
change. Currently at 0.3% of gross
national income (GNI) and due to
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"Kevin Rudd and Peter Beattie have both missed the point.”
Ms. Lenthall continues.  “ They have managed to change
Labor policy, but the problems with uranium remain
unchanged.”

“An open uranium mining policy encourages a global increase
of birth defects, cancers, and dangers associated with any
form of ionising radiation, the nuclear power industry and,
of course, nuclear weapons proliferation.”

At the same time Prime Minster John Howard has chosen to
announcs his nuclear power vision for Australia, putting the
decisions of the Labor leaders in favor of uranium mining in
a bad light.

FoE's Robin Taubenfeld said  it is "highly irresponsible" of the
Howard government to promote the expansion of the nuclear
industry. "There is no justification for developing nuclear
power in this country ...It certainly has nothing to do with a
solution to climate change, it has proven to be extremely
water intensive, not cost effective and a highly polluting
industry."

continued from page 1

New Irr adiation-free F ood Guide
in production

Irradiation is increasingly becoming a required technology
to facilitate trade with the U.S.   In recent months the U.S.
recieved their first shipment of irradiated mangoes from
India, and have also recently decided to increase the
maximum dose for tropical fruits without consultation with
the consuming public.

In the U.S. consumer opposition has hampered the
technology's growth, despite a wide array of foods including
meat and fruit approved for irradiation.  "The U.S. Food
and Drug Administration has finally figured out a way to
ease people’s concern about food irradiation... Simply don’t
tell folks it is being used.   Apparently consumers have been
a little queasy about buying foods stamped "treated with
irradiation," says U.S. science writer Christopher W anjek .

The fact is, despite the claims of irradiation experts, the
technology is not  entirely effective as a sterilisation
measure.  In addition, it adversely affects the taste,  look
and vitamin content of food.  Irradiation causes the
formation of '2-alkylcyclobutanones' a unique radiolyitc
product found nowhere else in nature.  A study led by Francis
Raul in 2002 found that these chemicals can settle in fat
tissue and are associated with colon cancer in laboratory
rats.  In addition, irradiation is expensive and adds to the
end cost of foods.

In  Australia, herbal teas, spices and some tropical fruits
have been approved for irradiation.  In 2005 and 2006
Australia's first test shipments of irradiated mangoes were
send from Queensland to New Zealand.  They were reported
to be either brusied and unsaleable or sold illegally without
the requisite labelling.

There are already three irradiation plants operating in
Australia,  located at Narangba in Queensland,  Dandenong
in Victoria and Wetherill P ark in Sydney.

Food Irradiation Watch's first "Irradiation Free Food Guide"
has been an enourmous success. Now into our second print
run, we have distributed over 20,000 copies of the guide
Australia-wide.

We are now embarking on our second edition and YOU can
help us by writing to your favourite brands if they are not
already in the guide or not in the green, asking them if they
have an irradiation-free food policy .Then drop us a line at
foodirradiationwatch@yahoo.com.au

The guide was put together to help people make informed
choices about foods that may have been exposed intentionally
to nuclear radiation. Based on the popular Greenpeace True
Foods Guide, our guide helps food consumers make better
informed  decisions about the foods they eat.

For more info see the website of Food Irradiation W atch

www.foodirr adiation info.org
FIW is an affiliate group of FoE Australia

Climate Justice Collective  meets  fortnightly on
THURSDAYS at FoE House.

6pm -7:30pm.
Contact Emma on 3846 5793 for info.

continued from page 3

Food Irradiation is the process of
exposing foods to radiation, in Australia
that means Gamma rays from a nuclear
source - Cobalt 60.

increase to 0.36% in 2010, this level of aid is far
below the 0.7% agreed to by OECD nations in 1970.
This forum was part of a wider effort on the part of
FoE Australia to develop common ground with
Australian international development organisations.

The CJ collective has also done presentations about
climate justice issues at the Sandgate Healthy Living
Festival, All Hallows School, Brisbane Quakers, Oxfam
Brisbane and more. The collective also ran stalls at
the Walk For Sustainable Transport, Uni O weeks, a
screening of An Inconvenient Truth at the K edron-
Wavell Services Club, Northey Street City Farm
markets, Crystal Waters markets and more!

Collective members have also been contributing to
policy development projects in which FoE Australia
is involved, such as the Climate Action Network
Australia’ s (CANA) document, Turning Down the
Heat, a comprehensive document detailing the ways
in which our government should tackle climate
change. It is due to be launched at the CANA
conference in mid-June.

The collectiv e’ s next big ev ent is for W orld
Environment Day (WED).  It will be held on the beach
at Redcliffe, and will be a combination of information
and fun activities, focusing on sea level rise, picking
up this year’s official WED theme: ‘Melting Ice: A Hot
Topic’ .  Come along and join in!
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and airports in capital cites with their nuclear-
powered vessels potentially carrying nuclear and
depleted uranium weapons.

The games will principally be carried out in the

sufficiently aware of the risk of military activities on
their land and in any case, are not free to say so given
the military have veto over access to their own land.

If you knew the world's worst industrial polluters, imperialists and

In May/June 2007 Operation
Talisman-Sabre will see 30,000 U.S.
and Australian troops doing what
they do best – blowing stuff up,
driving over it in tanks and armored
vehicles, ploughing through the sea
with massive and polluting ships,
ensonifying the oceans with their
submarine sonar, and practicing on

of species of waterbirds, not to
mention the diversity of fish species.
The TS07 games put at risk the
groundwater and drinking water of

The games will principally
be carried out in the

Shoalwater Bay Defence
Training Area  and the

nearby Coral Sea section
of the Great Barrier Reef

Marine Park in
Queensland.

They couldn't think of a
more environmentally

valuable place  to blow
things up.

Shoalwater Bay Defence Training Area
(SWBTA) and the nearby Coral Sea
section of the Great Barrier R eef
Marine Park in Queensland. They
couldn't think of a more
environmentally valuable place
(outside of the forests of the
Daintree or Tasmania) to blow things
up.

The use of land and sea bombing,
sonar, ship turbulence and potential
toxic spills put at risk many
endangered species. Shoalwater Bay
is absolutely vital breeding habitat
for the endangered Green Turtle: it
has the highest concentration in the
world of this declining species, this is their premier
breeding habitat. Also dugongs, who have precious
few protected sea grass meadows left in the world.
The Shoalwater Bay area is visited by loggerhead
turtles, dolphins, migrating whales and hundreds

They do not have native title and
have limited access to their land.

Both the ADF and the U.S. military
have records of pollution and
poisoning of both the environment
and their own people. The ADF have
dumped WW2 mustard gas in the
ocean in several locations around
Australia, they dumped the
radioactive vessels from the British
Monte Bello atomic tests in the ocean
off Cape Moreton near Brisbane. The
ADF deny that the military victims
of the Maralinga atomic tests were
affected by their irradiation, both

the ADF and the U.S.DoD deny that

depleted uranium in the Gulf wars

has affected thousands of U.S. and Australian troops
and refuse to test for DU in their bloodstreams or
compensate the victims.

continued over

warmongers were being invited by the Federal Government to play
war games in your back yard, what would you do about it?

both land and undersea with
live and toxic ammunition for
their next assault on Iraq or
whoever gets in their way .
They'll be doing this on
RAMSAR listed wetlands, in
the Great Barrier R eef
Marine Park, and in your
backyard: visiting local ports

the local human population
who for too long have put up
with trucks rumbling past

their schools, low
flying aircraft
buzzing their
homes and their
nerves and

windows rattled by bombing. And
anecdotal evidence points to increase
sexual assaults on women and street
violence while the troops are in town.

The Durumbal indigenous people of
the region have not been made
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be contaminated after it's 40 years if increasing
military use. A study of military pollution in the U.S.
found contaminants on those sites include buried
munitions, unexploded ordnances, spilled oil, fuel
and solvents, toxic explosives compounds including
TNT and perchlorate and heavy metals. Much of the
pollution is the result of day to day maintenance
and training like that which will occur during the

'training area': yet munitions, vehicles and technology
are stored there and one or another military including
Singapore, the Phillipines and others, use the SWBTA
for 300 day a year. Call me cynical, but that sounds
like a full time base...

The U.S. military are war criminals. They continue to
use DU weapons despite their being banned by the

The U.S. military
are war criminals.
They continue to
use DU weapons

despite their being
banned by the UN.

base in Vieques, Puerto Rico, and
poisoned the soil and water at bases,
practice ranges and factories with
heavy metals including mercury ,
cadmium, tungsten and lead. In the
U.S. they are exempt from many
important environmental laws.

It is likely that the SWBT A will already

The U.S. are the biggest industrial polluters in the
world. Project Censored estimates that “the U.S.
military generates 750,000 tons of toxic waste
material annually , more than the five largest chemical
companies in the U.S. combined. This pollution occurs
globally as the U.S. maintains bases in dozens
countries.” They have polluted local water sources,
they have left DU contamination at their defunct

Indeed, each year the size of the U.S.-Aust joint war
games has grown. The importance of the base
increases with the closure of the base in Vieques were
the U.S. were able to do ship to shore bombing
(sensibly banned by the U.S. people on U.S. soil). In
2006 millions of dollars have been poured into
increasing the technological capabilities of the base

including a new virtual warfare area,
new live firing range, hundreds of
kilometers of computer cabling
installed and millions spend on paving
the roads into the base, many of
which were dirt in 2005. Yet the ADF
told us at the 2006 inquiry into the
expansion of the base that it was
not a permanent base (they call it a

Above: People of Byfield and Yepoon protest
onging war games in their backyards

TS07 war games. It is likely
that SWBTA is similarly
contaminated, the ADF and
U.S.DoD using the same
munitions. In past military
training in the SWBTA huge
swathes of mangroves have
been killed by white
phosphorus according to
eyewitnesses. Red phosphorus
markers have washed up on
the beach in nearby Yeppoon.
After the TS05 games, bags
of shipboard waste from U.S.
vessels washed ashore at
several Queensland locations.
Sea dumping of trash is
common practice with the U.S. Navy .

There is no sense in which war or the practice for it
can be considered environmentally compatible. Yet
this year the ADF's PR machine has been working
overtime employing consultants to greenwash the
games. Before and during the games they'll been
out and about in the local community gardening at
schools, performing with brass bands and showing
off their killing machines as a spectacle for the
kiddies to enjoy and become familiar with.

UN. Not only do they operate
outside the law , but they
operate outside common
decency and fair play. They
have poisoned hundreds of
places both abroad an in the
states with their munitions,
bases and wars. They
compensate no one, not even
their own troops. As Gulf war
veteran and DU victim Major
Doug Rokke says: it's up to us
– is a poisoned future what we
want for this country?

In 2005, fifty activists went to
Rocky and staged a Peace
Convergence at SWBTA. They

were joined by hundreds of locals. A handful shut
down the war games for few hours on two occasions,
blocking the roads and holding up literally hundreds
of tanks and troop carriers entering the base. W e
made local, regional and national news and alerted
people to what's happening in their backyards. For
the local area, the issue hasn't gone away. In 2007 a
coalition of over 20 Qld and national peace and
environment groups are working to oppose the games,
the expanding U.S. Alliance and the war in Iraq.

www.peaceconvergence.com

Peace Convergence June 18-24, 2007. Join us!
See Page 10 for transport and camping options and visit:
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While the world’ s poor are disproportionately feeling
the effects of climate change, it has been the over-
consumption of industrialised nations that has caused
it. At present, Australians are one of the highest
per capita emitters of greenhouse gases. W e
therefore have a moral responsibility firstly to make
deep cuts in our emissions and also to take
responsibility for the plight of other nations.

Australia should also be providing funding for people
who need to relocate within their own countries.
Working within the UN to ensure appropriate
recognition of climate refugees in new or existing
conventions is also an important role Australia can
and should be playing.

Additionally , in order to assist poorer nations in
adapting to the impacts of climate change, the
Australian government needs to increase our Overseas

Action on climate change needed for humanitarian reasons:
New Climate Justice Guide
The recent release of the Stern review has
caused many who were previously unconvinced
of the need to reduce greenhouse emissions
that urgent action is needed now . However, a
new publication from Friends of the Earth

“clean” coal and
nuclear power are

dangerous
distractions to

implementing the
real solutions to

climate change which
already exist

Australia, ‘Climate Justice: A fair share of
the Atmosphere’  emphasises that our
reasons for addressing climate change
must be humanitarian as well as
economic.

The Climate Justice guide highlights how many
people in the Global South (the ‘developing’
world) are already experiencing devastating
impacts of climate change with impacts upon
food security, water security , health and
livelihoods. Climate change is therefore
creating a global human rights crisis which
will be much worse without deep and
immediate reductions in emissions.

Climate change may be a distant threat
for some, but for many P acific Islanders
and Torres Strait Islanders, it is a harsh
and immediate reality . At present, the
people of the Carteret Islands in P apua
New Guinea are preparing to relocate
to Bougainville. They are making history
as some of the first Pacific atolls possibly
made uninhabitable by climate change.
“We are victims of something that we
are not responsible for . We are bearing
the brunt of all these gas emissions” said Bernard
Galie from Piul Island in the Carterets.

With predictions of many more climate refugees
like the Carteret Islanders at 150 million worldwide
and 1 million from small island states by 2050, there
is a pressing need to address this issue. Yet at
present there is no legal recognition for climate
refugees internationally , nor in Australia. Part of
our responsibility in addressing climate change lies
in recognising climate refugees as a group with a
rightful claim to our protection and sanctuary .

Development Assistance (ODA). The
increases in aid announced earlier this
year, which will bring Australia’ s aid
up to 0.35% of Gross National Income
(GNI), are far below the internationally
agreed upon level of 0.7% of GNI.

The publication states that Australia
needs to reduce emissions by at least
80% on 1990 levels by 2050, which can
be achieved by reducing consumption

and using sustainable renewable energy sources. It
argues that “clean” coal and nuclear power are
dangerous distractions to implementing the real
solutions to climate change which already exist. These
include a combination of renewable energy sources as
well as energy efficiency measures, both of which can
enable us to achieve the emissions reductions necessary.
Friends of the Earth says that governments must
legislate for these changes and calls on the federal
government to begin by ratifying the Kyoto P rotocol
and committing to emission targets.

to page 8
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1/    Contact Anthony Albanese and Peter Garrett
and congratulate them on leading the anti uranium debate
at national ALP conference.

Anthony Albanese: Phone: (02) 6277 4031 Email:
A.Albanese.MP@aph.gov.au
Peter Garrett: Tel: (02) 6277 2037 Email:
Peter.Garrett.MP@aph.gov.au

2/   Contact Bill Shorten, head of the Australian
Workers Union, and express your unhappiness at how he
tried to convince delegates to national conference that to
oppose further uranium mining meant undermining Kevin
Rudd as leader. Remind him that most ALP members do not
support uranium mining.

Email bill.shorten@awu.net.au

3/  Contact ALP leaders Kev in Rudd and Julia
Gillard and remind them that you do not support any further
involvement in the nuclear cycle. You may want to remind
them of the waste problems of mining uranium and the
proliferation risks associated with selling our uranium
overseas – and the fact that Labors’ sensible and popular
opposition to plans for nuclear power in Australia has been
undermined by their failure to get serious about uranium –
the mineral that makes nuclear power possible.

Kevin Rudd: ph (02) 6277 4022, Email:
kevin.rudd.MP@aph.gov.au
Julia Gillard: Tel: (02) 6277 4349 Email:
Julia.Gillard.MP@aph.gov.au

4/  Contact Queensland premier P eter Beattie.
Express your concern at his supporting an expansion of

Feeling despairing about the
Labor  party's ur anium
mining decision?
Here's some actions you can take
today!

mining in Australia at national conference but congratulate him
on his 2006 election promise that Queensland will remain free
of uranium mining. Remind him that the majority of Queensland
voters and most unions would not want to see uranium mines
opened in that state.

Phone: 07 3224 4500 Facsimile: 07 3221 3631
PO Box 15185, City East, Queensland 4002
ThePremier@premiers.qld.gov.au

5/    Sign up for the Queensland Nuclear Free
Alliance's newsletter the "QLD Nuke Enews" , a weekly
update of nuclear news, events and actions you can contribute
to.  Go to www .nuclearfreequeensland.org to join.

6/  Support anti nuclear groups:  the fight just got that
bit harder and that bit more urgent and we need your help.

7/  Stay tuned for our federal election campaign:
www.foe.org.au

Remember – it is a long way from a bad policy to a dirty mine –
and those wanting to see more uranium mining face a long and
hard contest.

(Thanks to FoE Australia for this information)

FoE Australia:  www.foe.org.au
Queensland Nuclear Free Alliance:
www.nuclearfreequeensland.org

Australia and
Australians deserve

better than to be the
world’ s uranium

quarry and the
worlds nuclear waste

dump.

Climate for Security?Individually, Australians also need to reduce
our consumptive lifestyles in order to achieve
a fair and equitable share of sustainable
resource use for all people. When both
governments and individuals take serious
action to reduce our emissions and help our
neighbours to deal with the potentially
catastrophic impacts, Australia will be on
the way to addressing our responsibilities
to the people of the Global South and
preventing this imminent humanitarian
crisis.

Climate Justice: A Fair Share of the
Atmosphere is available from

http://www .foe.org.au. Go to 'climate justice'
and then 'publications' For

a hard copy , call Emma on 3846 5793.

awareness of climate change seemingly
reached a tipping point, but the likely
security repercussions of the unsettling
changes to our planet's climate are now
increasingly acknowledged and analyzed.
There is perhaps no better sign of this

Once the focus of considerable skepticism,
both climate change and the concept of
environmental security have moved squarely
into the mainstream. Not only has public

new realization than the recent
decision of the United Nations Security
Council to discuss, for the first time,
the impacts of climate change on
peace and security.

       - Michael Renner, Worldwatch
Institute May 2007

From page 7



9.

Sharing stuff
saves energy

SocialWay  is a
social enterprise that
enables sharing stuff for
free. It helps you lend,
borrow, giveaway to help
your local community and
the environment. R educe
global warming by turning
your carbon footprint into
your SocialWay Rootprint.
Build a virtual library in your
community with real stuff
such as books, movies,
games and tools.

According to the NRDC
article Footloose and
Carbon-Free, personal
emissions - the ones from
home energy use and driving
that you're directly
responsible for - account for
just 40 percent of your total
carbon footprint. The larger
part comes from everything
else you buy and do.  Just a
book has the carbon
footprint of 4 litres of petrol
(that's 8.32 kg co2)!
SocialWay is the movement
to reduce the other 60% of
your carbon footprint at the
source where demand
originates.

What can you do RIGHT
NOW?

1. Sign up on SocialWay
 2. Post at least 3 items to lend
or giveaway on SocialWay.
(books, tools, games,
furniture, electronics,...just
about anything. You don't
have to but just a request as
a good SocialWay citizen.)
3. Start a sharing community
on SocialWay for your school
or neighborhood. (Also,
search and see if there is
already an existing
community you can join on
SocialWay.)

www.socialway .com

hey everyone, I'm Sarah

robert hunter, our newest ship in the sea

campaign where we successfully
disrupted and intercepted the illegal

japanese whaling fleet.

and i'm currently on board the

shepherd fleet! we've just returned to
melbourne from our 2006-2007 antarctica

Queensland  born Sarah McNabb
was interviewed by Marc at
www.rootsofcompassion.org

You can read Sarah's blog at:
www.rootsofcompassion.org/sarah

Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society: www.seashepherd.org

crystals! Beautiful! we went all the way to
the Ross Ice Shelf, as close to the south
pole as one can get by ship. Here we
encountered many whales and penguins.
It was truly amazing. A perfect picture of
what a whale sanctuary should be like. But
here even the whales are not safe...

The whales that we spotted the most were
the piked (minke) whales which are the
ones most sought after by the whaling
fleet. W e also saw humpbacks, pilots, fin
and some sperm whales...Actually we
didn’t see that many whales at all. A lot of
the crew who were on the previous
Antarctica campaign said they would see
whales pretty much everyday . Centuries
ago ships had to stop to allow pods of
hundreds of whales to pass.

It was quiet surreal to be so close to the
(whaling) ships. As you well know, we got
a lot closer to the kaiko maru than we did
to the nisshin maru! ...No whales were
killed during the times of confrontation.
In fact no whale has ever been killed in
front of a sea shepherd ship. That is why
we are there, to physically put ourselves
between them and the whales. W e do not
go there to hang banners or placards, we
go there to stop their illegal activities!
Our reason for going after the factory ship,
the nisshin maru, is because this is the
heart of their operations. Whilst we are
pursuing them, the smaller kill ships
cannot kill any whales because they are
unable to bring them back to the factory

Pirate of Compassion:
saving whales in the Southern Whale Sanctuary

Antarctica is amazing.

When you are there you feel so far
removed, in a good way, from what’ s going
on back on the land and in the cities. For
starters, we were there in summer so it
was daylight 24/7. The sun never set. It
was a bit chilly with the coldest being about
-8 °C but of course with the wind chill
factor it felt alot colder . There was snow
at times and i saw perfectly
s h a p e d
snowflakes/

ship for processing, due to our disruption.

At the moment both our ships are docked
in Melbourne, Australia preparing for our
future campaigns. Firstly the Farley Mowat
is being readied to sail north for the 2008
seal campaign in Canada. The Robert Hunter
is giving tours of the ship, collecting
donations, fundraising and repair work until
the end of the year when we will head back

to Antarctica for the 2007/2008
whaling season. We plan

to be down there before
the fleet get there and
stop them from killing
a single whale.

possible, donating your time by volunteering,
donating (vegan) food, donating equipment,
becoming a member, doing benefit shows/
art auctions etc to help educate and raise
funds. All the money we raise goes directly
into the ships. W e don’t pay for any
advertising, we don’t buy any food. W e
don’t have any government funding. W e run
solely by donations.

Fighting against all forms of animal
exploitation and abuse no matter where
they are taking place on the planet is so
important. Get involved anyway you can.
The people saving lives are not heroes. They
are simply people who won’t stand by and
let the violence continue. If you want to read
more about my time in Antarctica, i kept a
blog whilst i was away so check it out! Come
visit our ships too, if you are in Melbourne!

Everyone can
help us whether
it be by talking
about what we do
to as many
people as



MAY 23: FoEB INTRODUCTORY
EVENING

4th Wednesday each month, 6:30
– 8pm. FoE House, 294 Montague
Rd, West End.

Introduction sessions cover the
history of FoE Brisbane, our
principles and how we work,
connection with FoE Australia and
FoE International, our current work
and ways that people can get
involved. Information sessions are
open to any curious person and are
ideal for people considering
becoming involved in the
organisation.

The next FoE Brisbane introduction
night is on the 23rd of May from
6.30-8pm at FoE house.

10.

FoE collectives are always
putting on events:  you can

visit our website
www.brisbane.foe.org.au

or join our events list by
emailing the office  to find

out what's happening

office@brisbane.foe.org.au

FoE Brisbane
Events

JUNE 24: CYCLE AGAINST THE
NUCLEAR CYCLE.

Come and ride with Cycle Against
the Nuclear Cycle to help make
Australia nuclear free.Cycle
Against the Nuclear Cycle is a
community campaign to raise
awareness about and build
opposition to the nuclear industry
in Australia. We're converging on
Canberra with pedal power to tell
the pollies we don't want a nuclear
future!

We're cycling from Rockhampton
to Canberra and from Port Augusta
to Canberra from late June to
early September to make Australia
nuclearfree.

More info http://canc.org.au

MAY 26: FOEB PICNIC
We are having a Foe picnic on May
the 26th at Orleigh P ark in West
End from 12.30.  Everyone is
invited! Bring some food to share.

Jamie is looking for 2 crew
members to accompany him in his
yacht, and 'Rashide',  north. It will
take about a week to get up to
Yeppoon and we will be leaving on
the 12th of June. following the
action on the 19th - 22nd. I will
probably continue up the
Whitsundays for a bit and then
come back down. Jamie
0 4 0 2 6 2 2 2 7 9
jimyjoo@yahoo.com.au

JUNE12-22 CREW A YACHT TO
THE PEACE CONVERGENCE

MAY 17: PUBLIC FORUM:
QUEENSLAND THE NEW US
BOMBING RANGE…
US-AUS joint war games Operation
Talisman Sabre 2007 and
Shoalwater Bay

MAY 17 Thursday 6:30 for 7pm
Brisbane Workers Community
Centre – 2 LaTrobe Tce Paddington
(behind Biome),
Getting there:  Catch bus 374 or
375 to the end of Given Terrace
(which
turns in to Latrobe Terrace)

Speakers:   Dr. Zohl de Ishtar -
Nobel Peace Prize nominee,   Adele
Goldie – Pine Gap 6, and
Shoalwater Peace Convergence
speaker Kim Stewart.
www.peaceconvergence.com

May June 2007

JUNE 2: WORLD ENVIRONMENT
DAY EVENT

The FoEB Climate Justice Collective
are organising a super event in
anticipation of W orld Environment
Day (5th June).  The theme is
"Melting Ice - Rising Seas:  Our
ocean, our neighbours, our future."

If you'd like to get involved in
organising, person a stall, help out
with transport or just make a
financial doantion to make it
happen phone Emma on 38465793.

FEAST OF THE SENSES
We are planning on having our
Feast for the Senses in September
or October and need volunteers to
help with the organisation of it.
The Feast is an organic & vegan
feast with food sourced locally and
ethically . This will be the seventh
feast after a bit of a hiatus. If
you are keen to be involved, email
robintaubenfeld@hotmail.com.

18-24 JUNE: PEACE
CONVERGENCE - Shoalwater Bay,
Queensland.

BOOK YOUR CAMPING &
TRANSPORT FOR TS07/PEACE
CONVERGENCE

Join us at Shoalwater Bayfor a week
of community action against war and
war games. Talisman Sabre is set to
start at the end of May for six
weeks! The live firing and field
component begins June 19. Bookings
have started for camping at the
caravan park in Yeppoon in
preparation for
the planned activities and actions
during the Peace Convergence.

If you are planning to come to
Shoalwater for the P eace
Convergence please book
accommodation.

Bus: Josh is taking bookings for a
bus leaving Brisbane on Friday 22
June returning Monday 25 June.
Please email Josh at
joshuawood9 @ hotmail.com

Josh or call him on 07 3844 7181
if you would like to make a
booking. Cost$74 return.

www.peaceconvergence.com



FoE Brisbane Fundraising

Groundswell  is a  Friends of the Earth Brisbane

Publication.  Thanks to our contibutors & editorial team:

Emma, Robin, Kim,  Wendy (FoE Brisbane), Trina (Peace

Convergence).  Advertising:   We accept approved

advertising at the following rates:  Business card size=$30;

1/3 column or row=$120;

1/2 A4=$240; 1/4 A4=$120. Cost negotiable.  All funds

11.

contribute to the environmental and social change work

of Friends of the Earth Brisbane.

To submit  a story or advertisment email the editor at:

kim.stewart@brisbane.foe.org.au
Phone: 07 3846 5793 Fax: 07 3846 4791
Printed on Recycled Paper.

FoE Brisbane is a not-for-profit cooperative. W e have no waged workers and recive no government funding
for our campaigns. All donations and purchases go to supporting our ongoing work for social and environmental
justice.

Give a gift that lasts: Subscribe a friend to F oEB
Can't find that perfect gift?  Buy a loved one a year's membership to

Friends of the Earth Brisbane.

Gift membership includes a beautifully presented 100% recycled paper
gift card certificate that doubles as a desk calendar , membership
card for your loved one's wallet and quarterly subscription to our

newsletter Groundswell in your choice of electronic or paper delivery .
$50 each + postage

Anti-nukes T-shirts:
"Reclaim The Future - no
uranium, no weapons, no
waste: hand logo or planet
logo
Funds go to our Anti-Nuclear collective

Peace Convergence T-shirts:
Funds from the sale of this T-Shirt help the 2007 Peace

Convergence to oppose the Talisman Sabre war games at
Shoalwater Bay

$15 each + $5 postage

You can purchase our merchandise by:
1. Visiting us at FoE House, 294 Montague Rd, West End, on Mondays 10am-5pm.
2. Phone us  on 3846 5793 to place an order.
3. Or print out an order form  from our website: www .brisbane.foe.org.au/merchandise

 $15 each +
$5 postage



Meetings, meetings,
meetings

Climate Justice
Collective  meets

fortnightly on
THURSDAYS

at FoE House.
6pm -7:30pm.

Contact Emma on
3846 5793 for info.

Anti-nukes Collective
meets fortnightly on

1st and 3rd
TUESDAYS

at FoE House at
6.30pm.

Contact Robin on
3846 5793 or

0411 118 737 for info.

Contact Us

294 Montague Rd

West End, Brisbane

PO Box 5702

West End, Brisbane,

QLD 4101

Phone: 07 3846 5793

Fax: 07 3846 4791

Email:  office [at]

brisbane.foe.org.au

Friends of the Earth-Brisbane  is a community based social change cooperative
concerned with local, regional, national and international issues. W e are
working towards the creation of an ecologically sustainable and socially
just society through community action.  W e  are a volunteer run organisation
and do not recieve any government funding.
                          Please consider supporting our work with a donation

Yes!  I'd love to support FoE Brisbane!
Please find enclosed my donation of $_________________
Please send me more info about FoEB's campaigns:       Anti-nuke         Climate Justice         Food Irradiation

Please send me more information about membership

www.brisbane.foe.org.au

Post to:

PO Box 5702

West End, Brisbane, QLD 4101

Phone: 07 3846 5793

Fax: 07 3846 4791

Email:  office [at] brisbane.foe.org.au

"""""

NAME:____________________________________PHONE:________________

ADDRESS:____________________________________________________

qqqqq

qqqqq
qqqqq qqqqqqqqqq qqqqq

Membership includes quarterly newsletter and supporters card.

 from Helen and Tom and the Nuclear Reactor  www10.antenna.nl/wise/580/index.html


